
By order of the Council of Management, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield 
 

Minutes of the 58th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 
 

held on Zoom 
 

Saturday 14 November 2020 at 10.30am 
 
 

The President of the Trust, Tony Whitbread, took the Chair. 
 

1.  The Chair welcomed all attendees and acknowledged that the AGM is very different this year being online 
due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Trustee Sarah Bonnot-Tijhaar sent her apologies along with one member.  It was noted that 27 proxy votes 
had been received. 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9  November 2019 was proposed by Henri 
Brocklebank, seconded by Amanda Reeves, and AGREED by the meeting. 
 

2.  The Chair of Council extended his thanks to the Trust’s members for their ongoing support during the 
difficult time of the Covid-19 pandemic. He further extended thanks to the staff team for their 
commitment and hard work and to Trustees. He continued by thanking the wider group of volunteers 
without whom much of the Trust’s work would not be possible and the President for championing wildlife 
in Sussex. The partners of the Trust were acknowledged for their ongoing support and finally gratitude 
was extended to the wildlife of Sussex. 
 

3.  The Honorary Treasurer presented the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 March 2020 
and the report of the auditors thereon. 
 
It was noted that income was £5.5 million, approximately £100k down on the previous year.  
 
In summary the year ended with a record 35,163 members, a significant part of the new Rye Harbour 
Discovery Centre was completed and substantial investment in staff and operational systems will 
strengthen the organisation and provide a sustainable platform for the future. The Honorary Treasurer 
concluded by thanking all of the staff and members for their support and enthusiasm. 
 
A resolution adopting the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 March 2020 was proposed 
by Linda Clark, seconded by Nick Pasricha and AGREED by the meeting. 
 

4.  The Chair of Council presented the Annual Report of the Council.  
Approval of the Annual Report of the Council was proposed by Amanda Reeves, seconded by Emma 
Forward and AGREED by the meeting. 
 

5.  To elect the new Directors to  Council: 
Jon Cooper – proposed by Maria Jonsson, seconded by Steve Webster and AGREED 
Martin Kyndt – proposed by Linda Clark, seconded by Renzo Spano and AGREED 
Helen Marshall – proposed by Maria Jonsson, seconded by Leah Atholl-Murray and AGREED 



 

6.  To elect the retiring members of Council who offered themselves for re-election: 
Mike King – proposed by Jess Price, seconded Alan Stewart and AGREED. 
Simon Linington – proposed by Richard Black, seconded Barry Yates and AGREED. 
Emma Montlake – proposed by Clare Blencowe, seconded Emma Forward and AGREED. 
 
Mike King, Simon Linington and Emma Montlake were duly re-elected to Council.  
 

7.  It was proposed by Linda Clark, seconded by Nick Pasricha and AGREED, to appoint RSM UK Audit LLP as 
Auditors for the ensuing year.  
 
 

8.  It was proposed by Linda Clark, seconded by Nick Pasricha and AGREED, that the Council should be 
authorised to fix the remuneration of the Auditors. 
 
Member Peter Williams extended a vote of thanks to Sussex Wildlife Trust’s staff and volunteers for all 
their commitment and work.  
 

9.  The Chair thanked for attending the AGM. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.07am.   

 
  

Signed: ____________________   (Chair)   Dated: _______________ 

 


