
Protecting Wildlife for the Future

Local Authority Services 
and Biodiversity
Your Statutory Obligations
Section 40: Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

“Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so 
far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the 
purpose of conserving biodiversity”



Local Authority Services and Biodiversity

Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth, and includes all species of plants and animals and the 
natural systems that support them. Biodiversity describes our natural wealth, which makes up the 
living landscape around us, sustains ecological systems and enhances our quality of life. It is an 
important component of the view from our window, the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the materials
and medicines we use, and the functioning of natural systems and processes on which our lives depend.
Given its enormous benefits, our responsibility to conserve biodiversity is unquestionable.

Biodiversity:
� is critical in our response to climate change adaptation and mitigation
� supports the ecosystem services that maintain air, soil and water quality

and that reduce flooding and pollution
� provides opportunities for community engagement, volunteering and 

learning and can improve peoplesÕ health and well-being
� signifies local character and distinctiveness, and offers opportunities to 

improve local areas through landscape-scale restoration and creation
� contributes to stronger local economies 
� provides us with essential products and materials.

What is biodiversity?

� biodiversity conservation and enhancement is 
appropriately integrated throughout all 
departmental policies and activities 

� all staff, managers and elected members 
understand how biodiversity issues relate to 
their own decisions and actions 

� it provides sustained support to local biodiversity 
initiatives, such as Local Biodiversity Action Plans,
Biological Records Centres and Local Site systems

A local authority that is actively implementing the NERC duty will be able to show that:

� biodiversity, in particular species and habitats 
of principle importance, is properly protected 
and enhanced in line with statutory nature 
conservation obligations 

� it has access to professional ecological expertise 
and up-to-date biodiversity information

� it reports on progress towards national and local 
biodiversity targets.

This leaflet should act as a source of inspiration for
how you can have clear regard for biodiversity in
your work. 

The centrefold illustration provides a ÔbirdÕs eye
viewÕ of where biodiversity conservation is relevant
across a wide range of local authority services 
and functions.

Throughout the leaflet, practical examples show
how a local authority can take effective action for 

biodiversity conservation Ð drawing on different
information sources and a vast amount of existing
good practice. These examples are organised into
four main sections, reflecting the themes presented
in DefraÕs Guidance for Local Authorities on
Implementing the Biodiversity Duty (2007).

This leaflet also emphasises that biodiversity is a
truly cross-cutting issue and can contribute to the
delivery of other local authority services and targets.

What does the duty mean for local authorities?

How can this leaflet help you?

Protecting Wildlife for the Future

The NERC duty
Local authorities in England and Wales have a key role to play in the 
conservation of biodiversity and this is now recognised and formalised 
within Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
(NERC) Act 2006, where:

ÒEvery public body must, in exercising its functions, have
regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of
those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversityÓ
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