
 

Revised Articles of Association that govern SWT’s activities are being 
put to the AGM for approval.  
The revision has been driven by the desire to reword the Charitable Objects so that they 
better reflect current conservation terminology. Additionally, the opportunity has been taken 
to bring the Articles more closely in line with the model ones currently recommended by the 
Charity Commission. The revision has been guided by a charity law solicitor and prior 
approval, as required, has been obtained from the Charity Commission for the proposed 
changes to the Charitable Objects (Article 3) and for minor proposed amendments to Articles 
concerning Trustee Benefits (Articles 7-9) and Dissolution (Article 61).  

In addition to these changes, members’ attention is drawn to: 

(a) The reduced list of Powers (Article 5). Many within the current Articles are deemed 
unnecessary provided the Trust works in furtherance of its Charitable Objects. 
Additionally, there is clarification of delegation of trustees’ powers including 
investment (Articles 46 and 47).    

(b) Clarification of classes of membership and particularly of corporate members (Article 
11) and their voting rights (Article 24). Child membership is not included because no 
voting rights are attached. 

(c) Following the pandemic, the ability to hold AGMs remotely (Article 17) or suspend 
them if doing so poses a risk (Article 14). 

(d) Clarification of the mechanism by which trustees (Article 35) and other Council posts 
(Article 44) are appointed. This includes requiring 10 members to support any 
application that by-passes the preferred selection process; this was considered 
important to both provide members with an alternative route onto Council yet avoid 
vexatious applications. Additionally, the need for appointing (honorary) treasurer and 
secretary posts by means of an AGM vote in addition to them being voted in as 
trustees is considered an avoidable complication.  

(e) Wording regarding conflicts of interest and loyalty (article 9) has been strengthened 
as has the disqualification and removal of trustees (Article 39).   

(f) In following the Charity Commission model Articles, their order has changed and 
updates have been made to the legal references (for instance the Charities Act, 1993 
is now the Charities Act, 2011).  

The Trust would be pleased to address any concerns regarding the proposed revisions ahead 
of the AGM. Correspondence should be addressed to Sussex Wildlife Trust, WoodsMill, 
Henfield, BN5 9SD or swtceoffice@sussexwt.org.uk 
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