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by Graeme Lyons,
Senior Ecologist

Pan-species listing is an approach to natural his-
tory that treats all species equally, pushes you
into difficult areas and adds a dash of friendly
competition. From a burnt-tip orchid to a blue
tit, from a silky gallows-spider to a barbastelle
bat, they all count as one on your list. My own
list has taken something of a back seat recently
as I compiled a list for the nature reserves I help
manage. A pan-species list for a site or sites, col-
lated down the decades by a complementary
consortium of naturalists has profound implica-
tions for wildlife conservation...but the dream of
every reserve manager in the UK creating and
maintaining a pan-species list for their sites has
been slow to take off. So I decided to lead the
way and produce a species list for all 32 Sussex
Wildlife Trust sites.

I felt like I needed to kick start things to show
everyone the benefits. I'd had a stab at some of
our reserves before but [ hadn't maintained a
comprehensive species list, just the species
totals. So what better way is there to celebrate
all the amazing wildlife we look after than to
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know exactly what it is and, to really add some
value to it, when it was last recorded?

So where to start? Perhaps with why I did it and
what I think we'll be able to use it for.

We have recorded 9,792 species (expect this
to be constantly changing). Of these 5,548 are
insects and 6,204 are invertebrates. Interest-
ingly, 63.4% of everything recorded on our
reserves is an invertebrate

Vertebrates come in at 406 species (4.2%)
demonstrating immediately how important
the invertebrates are! There are of course
‘unique’ species — those seen on only one of
our 32 sites. Of the 9,792 species, a whopping
3,802 have only been seen at one site! Rye
Harbour nature reserve has the lion’s share
of ‘uniques’ with 1,274 being recorded there

This list has value in its own right as an
inventory of what we have and when it was
last recorded. Using the conservation sta-
tuses, you can do all sorts of analyses on site
quality and it informs our management plans.
For the future, our plans are to only update
each site from the records that come in to the
Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC)
every five years

I have always believed pan-species listing is a
good thing for nature conservation. There are
some huge gaps in recording that I would never
have noticed if I hadn't gone through this
process. For example, two of our large wetland
sites have not a single fly record!

It's an approach that leaves no stone unturned
and favours the little guys as much as it does the
big obvious ones - that often get most of the
attention.

Our top ten species-rich nature reserves are

well worth a visit and many are home to some
extremely charismatic and exotic-looking species.
You can find full details of all our reserves on
our website, with location information, what

to see and when to visit to enjoy the wildlife at
its best.

sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/visit
brc.ac.uk/psl
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