
From: Caroline Ansell <caroline@carolineansell.co.uk> 
Sent: 02 December 2019 17:12 
To: conservation <swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk> 
Subject: Re: What will you do for wildlife?  

  

Dear Henri, 
 
Great to hear from you about a matter of such profound importance. 
 
As a teacher and working Mum of three boys, wanting the best for our children and all 
future generations has to include protecting our natural environment, our home - our earth. 
 
Whilst the only manifesto I can stand on and be elected is that of the Conservative Party, I 
am proud to have fought alongside my conservative colleagues, environmental groups and 
many others to stop the sale of our precious Downland Farms Estate by the Borough 
Council.  
 
Eastbourne's downland is of truly outstanding natural beauty. It supports one of the richest arrays of 
wildlife in Europe. Places such as these are best maintained with sustainable, small-scale local 
farming and grazing. The South Downs National Park Authority states that since the end of World 
War II that a staggering 80% of grassy downland have been lost, showing how vital it is for us to 
maintain and support recovery. 
 
Our shared environment is so important and inspired my work locally whilst MP to secure 
the inclusion of Beachy Head East as part of a new Government created Marine 
Conservation Zone.  This area of our coast is one of the best examples of Blue Mussel bed 
habitat in the whole of the South-East.  Next I want to focus on improving the health of our 
sea beds, particularly in respect of sea kelp - an incredible natural way to capture carbon 
from our atmosphere! 
 
If you attended the Environmental hustings recently, you will have heard of the devastating 
effect of Ash Dieback on our local woodland.  I am working with my council colleagues and 
the Woodland Trust to bring about a large scale indigenous tree replanting to improve bio 
diversity, together with other tree planting across the town to help us restore our natural 
carbon capture locally.  This, together with my ambition to explore fully the vision of Lord 
Lucas to see the creation of Eden Project Eastbourne, which I believe offers a huge 
opportunity for our town to engage and collaborate in a way that benefits our local 
environment.  
 
If elected as your MP, a majority Conservative Government, will: 
 

     Protect and enhance the Green Belt. We will improve poor quality land, increase 
biodiversity and make our beautiful countryside more accessible for local community use.  
 

     We will Protect green spaces. By continuing to prioritise brownfield development, 
particularly for the regeneration of our cities and towns. 
 

    Build Environmentally friendly homes. We will support the creation of new kinds of homes 
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that have low energy bills and which support our environmental targets and will expect all new 
streets to be lined with trees.  

     We will guarantee the current annual budget to farmers in every year of the next 
Parliament. In return for that funding, they must farm in a way that protects and enhances our 
natural environment, as well as safeguarding high standards of animal welfare 
 

     We will set up a new independent Office For Environmental Protection and introduce our 
own legal targets, including for air quality. 
 

     We will Invest in nature, helping us to reach our Net Zero target with a £640 million new 
Nature for Climate fund. Building on our support for creating a Great Northumberland Forest, 
we will reach an additional 75,000 acres of trees a year by the end of the next Parliament, as 
well as restoring our peatland. 
 

     We welcome the Glover Review and will create new National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, as well as making our most loved landscapes greener, happier, 
healthier and open to all. We will make the coast to coast path across the most beautiful areas 
of the North a National Trail. 
 

     We will continue to lead the world in tackling plastics pollution, both in the UK and 
internationally, and will introduce a new levy to increase the proportion of recyclable plastics in 
packaging. We will introduce extended producer responsibility, so that producers pay the full 
costs of dealing with the waste they produce, and boost domestic recycling. We will ban the 
export of plastic waste to non-OECD countries, consulting with industry, NGOs and local councils 
on the date by which this should be achieved. 
 

     We will crack down on the waste and carelessness that destroys our natural environment 
and kills marine life. We will increase penalties for fly-tipping, make those on community 
sentences clean up their parks and streets, and introduce a deposit return scheme to incentivise 
people to recycle plastic and glass. 

 
Bringing people together on matters such as this is vital.  No one can act without it having 
impact on another, and so it is all the more important that we work in collaboration to 
ensure that the future is a healthy one for us all, and our planet. 
 
Should I be elected to Parliament, I look forward to working, at all levels, with the Wildlife 
Trust on our shared concerns and aspirations for the future. 
 
With my best regards,  

 



 
Caroline Ansell 
Your Conservative Party Candidate 

 
From: conservation <swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk> 
Sent: 28 November 2019 15:23 
To: Caroline Ansell <caroline@carolineansell.co.uk> 
Subject: What will you do for wildlife?  

  

Dear Caroline, 
  
As your local Wildlife Trust, we work on the ground to protect and recover nature in 
Eastbourne.  
  
Your constituency has a varied landscape extending from towering cliffs to the marshes and 
ditches of the levels, with important areas of flower-rich chalk grassland and globally rare 
vegetated shingle along the coast.  Our Eastbourne Regional Group is very active in the local 
area, holding monthly meetings and running guided wildlife walks for the community. 
  
The upcoming General Election is a crucial moment for wildlife in the UK. Our natural 
environment is in crisis – the UK is one of the most nature-depleted places on earth and 
over half of our wildlife species are in decline.  
  
We are utterly dependent on nature for our wellbeing and prosperity, so it is vital that the 
next government enacts the kinds of ambitious measures that will guarantee wildlife’s 
recovery. There is evidently widespread support among the public for such decisive action. 
  
Our 35,000 members would be very interested to know what you will do for wildlife in 
Eastbourne and across the country. I would be grateful if you could respond to the following 
questions: 

1. How will you and your party act decisively to tackle the crises in the natural environment? 
2. What will you do to ensure we have farming policies that support land managers in 

contributing to nature’s recovery? 
3. What will you do to ensure we protect and revive our seas? 
4. How will you and your party prioritise and fund nature-based solutions to the climate crisis? 
5. What will you do to ensure that development is within environmental limits and truly 

sustainable in Sussex? 

 We are asking all candidates in Sussex these questions. If you have no objections, we will 
share your responses with our members and publish them on our website along with those 
from other candidates.   
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
Henri Brocklebank 
Director of Conservation Policy and Evidence 
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