
From: georgia.taylor@greenparty.org.uk <georgia.taylor@greenparty.org.uk>  
Sent: 10 December 2019 08:59 
To: conservation <swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: What will you do for wildlife? 
 
Dear Henri, 
Thanks so much for your email. The Sussex Wildlife Trust does fantastic work and is central 
to much our way of life in Wealden. 
 
The Green Party have always placed the environment at the centre of all our policies. This 
stance is becoming increasingly vindicated as we understand more about how all our 
activities impact the planet. 
 
You mentioned an Environment Act. Our manifesto commits us to introducing 3 acts with 
particular relevance to the environment: 
 

 A new Clean Air Act which will set new air quality standards for the UK. 
 Sustainable Economy Act including targets for new soil quality and biodiversity 

standards. 
 A Climate Emergency Education Act to support schools to teach young people about 

the urgency, severity and scientific basis of the climate and environmental crises, and 
to ensure youth voices are heard on climate issues. 

 
The environment will be at the centre of all other parts of our legislative agenda. We will 
create a new ‘ecocide’ law to prevent crimes against the natural environment. This 
legislation will place a legal duty on government to prevent agricultural and industrial 
practices which harm the environment. 
 
We will create a new Environmental Protection Commission (EPC). This will be one 
integrated body to enforce environmental protections, from clean air to litter-free roads. The 
EPC will enforce the ecocide law, the new Clean Air Act. as well as the new soil quality and 
biodiversity standards. 
We will end the badger cull, which has no evidence basis and has failed to effectively reduce 
Bovine TB. In the 1990s the government commissioned a major study, the Krebs report, to 
investigate means of controlling bovine TB. This report recommended controlled trials, which 
were done. Analysis of the results concluded that culling reduced bovine TB by 19% in the 
cull areas but caused an increase of 29% in the surrounding region. The report stated that 
"badger culling can make no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain. Indeed, 
some policies under consideration are likely to make matters worse rather than better.'' The 
report argued that it would be more cost-effective to improve cattle control measures, with 
zoning and supervision of herds, than it would be to cull badgers. In the time since the 
report, much more has been learnt about vaccination, especially through trials in Wales. 
NFU Cymru have been convinced by the results and have spoken in favour of vaccination. 
 
We will fund research into a sensitive test to enable cattle vaccination, as an essential, as 
well as humane, part of a meaningful strategy to control the spread of the disease. We will 
also invest in better farm bio-security and badger vaccination. This policy is based on the 
available scientific evidence. 
 
To protect our seas, we will commit to making at least 30% of UK domestic waters into fully 
protected marine protected areas by 2030. We will also work with British Overseas 
Territories (BOTs) to increase the ‘blue belt’ protecting BOTs’ waters from commercial 
extraction, from the current 32% of coverage to 50%. 
 



The centrepiece of our manifesto is the Green New Deal. A large part of this considers food, 
farming & forestry. This includes policies such as: 
 

 Work with farmers to refocus farm subsidies to help farmers transition to more 
sustainable, diverse and environmentally friendly forms of land use. 

 Provide farmers with grants to allow replacement of old high-emitting carbon farming 
machinery with low carbon machinery. 

 Encourage the expansion and replanting of hedgerows. 
 Better connect rural communities through reliable broadband. 
 Plant 700 million new trees and aim for 50% of all farms to be engaged in 

agroforestry by 2030. 
 
Perhaps the most important proposal is this: 
 

 Legislate to give farmers greater security of tenure, so that they can invest in 
sustainable improvements to their land, whilst ending the use of land as a tax shelter 
and encouraging new entrants into farming. 

 
This has the potential to dramatically change the way our countryside is used, and the 
relationship to the land of those who work on it. 
 
The objective is that through reforestation, rewilding and regenerative farming, we will 
reduce carbon emissions and realise the land’s ability to absorb carbon, while at the same 
time enabling it to provide a healthy and varied diet for all of us. 
 
Thanks for getting in touch 
Kind regards 
Georgia 

 

Georgia Taylor 

Parliamentary Candidate 

Wealden Green Party 

 

Leading the fight for climate action, a people's vote  

And a fairer society for all 

https://vote.greenparty.org.uk/ 

 
 
From: conservation <swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk>  
Sent: 03 December 2019 12:20 
To: georgia.taylor@greenparty.org.uk 
Subject: What will you do for wildlife? 
 

Dear Georgia, 
  
As your local Wildlife Trust, we work on the ground to protect and recover nature in 
Wealden.  
  
Four of our 33 nature reserves, which we manage for wildlife and the enjoyment of people, 
are in your constituency. With the support of over 400 committed volunteers and 35,000 
members we speak up for nature and in particular the rare habitats found in Wealden 
including Ancient Woodland, Flower-rich Meadow and Heathland.  

https://vote.greenparty.org.uk/
mailto:swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk


  
The upcoming General Election is a crucial moment for wildlife in the UK. Our natural 
environment is in crisis – the UK is one of the most nature-depleted places on earth and 
over half of our wildlife species are in decline.  
  
We are utterly dependent on nature for our wellbeing and prosperity, so it is vital that the 
next government enacts the kinds of ambitious measures that will guarantee wildlife’s 
recovery. There is evidently widespread support among the public for such decisive action. 
  
Our members would be very interested to know what you will do for wildlife in Wealden 
and across the country. I would be grateful if you could respond to the following questions: 

1. How will you and your party act decisively to tackle the crises in the natural environment? 
2. What will you do to ensure we have farming policies that support land managers in 

contributing to nature’s recovery? 
3. What will you do to ensure we protect and revive our seas? 
4. How will you and your party prioritise and fund nature-based solutions to the climate crisis? 
5. What will you do to ensure that development is within environmental limits and truly 

sustainable in Sussex? 

 We are asking all candidates in Sussex these questions. If you have no objections, we will 
share your responses with our members and publish them on our website along with those 
from other candidates.   
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Henri Brocklebank 
Director of Conservation Policy and Evidence 
 


