
From: Henry Smith, Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for Crawley 
<henry.smith@crawleyconservatives.org.uk>  
Sent: 02 December 2019 18:09 
To: conservation <swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk> 
Subject: Re: What will you do for wildlife? 

 

Dear Henri  

 

Thank you for your email regarding the Sussex Wildlife Trust and the General Election on 

Thursday 12th December.  

 

As you will recall I have been delighted to work alongside the Sussex Wildlife Trust during 

my time as Member of Parliament for Crawley and look forward to continuing to do so if I 

am fortunate enough to be re-elected as Crawley MP.  

 

I believe that actions speak louder than words. Earlier this year, the UK became the first 

major economy in the world to legislate for net zero by 2050, committing to end our 

contribution to climate change. This target date, which is feasible but very ambitious, was 

based on advice from the independent expert Committee on Climate Change.  

 

Between 1990 and 2017, the UK reduced its emissions by 42 per cent while growing the 

economy by more than two thirds. This means that we have on a per-capita basis both 

reduced emissions and grown our economy faster than any other G7 nation. Since 2010, the 

UK has reduced emissions by 23 per cent.  

 

Indeed, the UK reduced the carbon intensity of our economy faster than any other G20 

country since 2000, however this is no time for complacency.  

 

The Conservatives’ Environment Bill will guarantee that we will protect and restore our 

natural environment after leaving the EU; conservation has always been at the very heart of 

conservatism.  

 

A majority Conservative Government will set up a new independent Office for 

Environmental Protection and introduce our own legal targets, including for air quality.  

 

The UK will continue to lead the world in tackling plastics pollution, both in the UK and 

internationally, and will introduce a new levy to increase the proportion of recyclable plastics 

in packaging.  

 

I welcome proposals to introduce extended producer responsibility, ensuring producers pay 

the full costs of dealing with the waste they produce, and boost domestic recycling.  

 

The exporting of plastic waste to non-OECD countries will be banned, consulting with 

industry, NGOs and local councils on the date by which this should be achieved.  

 

The UK will continue to tackle the waste and carelessness that destroys our natural 

environment and kills marine life. A majority Conservative Government will increase 

penalties for fly-tipping, make those on community sentences clean up their parks and streets, 

and introduce a deposit return scheme to incentivise people to recycle plastic and glass.  



 

UK work on the global stage will continue – this country will proudly host the UN climate 

change summit next year – and people across Crawley, myself included, are playing their part 

in reducing waste in their own households.  

 

The environment must give serious consideration in infrastructure and building projects. The 

Conservatives support the creation of new kinds of homes that have low energy bills and 

which support our environmental targets and a majority Conservative Government will 

expect all new streets to be lined with trees.  

 

The Conservative Manifesto outlines a post-Brexit deal for farming where in return for 

funding, they must farm in a way that protects and enhances our natural environment, as well 

as safeguarding high standards of animal welfare.  

 

I am standing on a Conservative Manifesto at this General Election which commits to helping 

communities cope better with pressures on public services by ensuring that new GP and 

school places are delivered ahead of people moving into new housing developments, and 

there will be investment in technical skills and work incentives so British workers take up as 

many jobs as possible.  

 

The Green Belt will be protected and enhanced. The Conservatives will improve poor quality 

land, increase biodiversity and make our beautiful countryside more accessible for local 

community use.  

 

To safeguard our green spaces, the Government will continue to prioritise brownfield 

development, particularly for the regeneration of our cities and towns.  

 

To ensure homes for the future, the Conservatives will encourage innovative design and 

technology to make housing more affordable, accessible, and suitable for disabled people and 

an ageing population.  

 

A majority Conservative Government will invest in new cycling and walking infrastructure, 

including joining up cycling with the NHS – but I need your support to ensure I am re-elected 

as Crawley MP to ensure the Government has the numbers to make this happen.  

 

Low-traffic ‘healthy neighbourhoods’ will see working with local councils to reduce the 

impact of rat-running cars and lorries, making side streets nicer to live in and safer to walk, 

cycle and play in while maintaining the access people need.  

 

I have continued to call out Crawley Borough Council who have been caught lacking in terms 

of tackling litter locally and I want to see them step up to help protect our planet. I urge their 

leadership to follow Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s work in this area.  

 

Segregated ‘health lanes’ on main roads will turn several cities and towns into giant, open-air 

gyms, letting thousands exercise safely as part of their normal daily commute and reducing 

harms from motorised travel. Pedestrian space and pavements will be increased and 

improved. In these areas, GPs will be incentivised to prescribe bicycles or bike hire to 

patients in need.  

 

The Conservatives will raise cycling funding elsewhere in the country and make it 



conditional on adherence to strict new quality standards, similar to the London Cycling 

Design Standards introduced under Boris Johnson's mayoralty. Too much cycling 

infrastructure is substandard, providing little protection from motorised traffic and giving up 

at the very places where it is most needed.  

 

A majority Conservative Government will double bikeability training, so all children across 

the country can get it, and will create a long-term cycling programme and budget like the 

roads programme and budget with a new infrastructure fund to build better schemes.  

 

I know that the Conservatives have taken action in this area since 2010, with a commitment 

to doubling cycling by 2025, and publishing a £1.2 billion long-term plan to increase cycling 

and walking – wanting cycling and walking to become the norm by 2040, with targeted 

funding at innovative ways to encourage people onto a bike or to use their own two feet for 

shorter journeys. Plans include the aim to double cycling, reduce cycling accidents and 

increase the proportion of 5 to 10 year-olds walking to school to 55 per cent by 2025.  

 

However, there is much more to do – but I need your help to be able to support this in 

Parliament.  

 

Earlier this year I was part of the Conservative Environment Network’s manifesto launch and 

pleased to sign this document’s Declaration: https://www.cen.uk.com/manifesto and I 

continue to liaise with organisations such as CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise 

Emissions). Indeed, I recently wrote to the International Development Secretary to seek 

assurances over the environmental impact of UK aid projects.  

 

Please be assured of my continued attention if I am fortunate enough to be re-elected at the 

General Election on Thursday 12th December.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Henry Smith  

Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for Crawley 
 

www.henrysmith.info 

 

As Parliament has now been dissolved there are no MPs until after the 12th December 2019 

General Election. 

 

Phone: 01293 934554 

Email: henry.smith@crawleyconservatives.org.uk 

 

www.facebook.com/HenrySmith4Crawley 

www.twitter.com/HenrySmithUK 

www.youtube.com/HenrySmithMP 
Promoted and published by Tom Liddiard, on behalf of Henry Smith, both of Crawley Business Centre, Stephenson Way, Three Bridges, 

Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 1TN. 
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On 28 November 2019 at 14:58 conservation < swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk> wrote:  

 

 

Dear Henry,  

 

As your local Wildlife Trust, we work on the ground to protect and recover nature in 

Crawley.  

 

Your constituency spans both the Low and High Wealds with a range of habitats reaching 

into the urban area, including nearly 200 hectares of ancient woodland as well as wildflower 

meadows and a network of ponds. Tilgate Park is an important site for wildlife and the local 

community, and is the headquarters of our Gatwick Greenspace Partnership. This community 

project works to inspire, educate and involve a diverse range of people in Crawley's beautiful 

natural surroundings.  

 

The upcoming General Election is a crucial moment for wildlife in the UK. Our natural 

environment is in crisis - the UK is one of the most nature-depleted places on earth and over 

half of our wildlife species are in decline.  

 

We are utterly dependent on nature for our wellbeing and prosperity, so it is vital that the next 

government enacts the kinds of ambitious measures that will guarantee wildlife's recovery. 

There is evidently widespread support among the public for such decisive action.  

 

Our 35,000 members would be very interested to know what you will do for wildlife in 

Crawley and across the country. I would be grateful if you could respond to the following 

questions:  

 

1. How will you and your party act decisively to tackle the crises in the natural environment?  

2. What will you do to ensure we have farming policies that support land managers in 

contributing to nature's recovery?  

3. What will you do to ensure we protect and revive our seas?  

4. How will you and your party prioritise and fund nature-based solutions to the climate 

crisis?  

5. What will you do to ensure that development is within environmental limits and truly 

sustainable in Sussex?  

 

We are asking all candidates in Sussex these questions. If you have no objections, we will 

share your responses with our members and publish them on our website along with those 

from other candidates.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Henri Brocklebank  

Director of Conservation Policy and Evidence  
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