


































C/O 106, HIGH STREET, HASTINGS, EAST SUSSEX TN34 3ES  TEL: 01424-438105 

 
 
Dr. Tony Whitbread, 
Chief Executive 
Sussex Wildlife Trust 
Woods Mill, 
Henfield 
West Sussex 
BN5 9SD       9th November 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Tony, 
 
Rye Harbour Discovery Centre 
 
I am writing to express our active support for the Wildlife Trust’s proposed new 
Discovery Centre it is seeking to develop at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve. 
 
As you know, Stonelynk Valley is a new Nature Reserve being created just outside 
Hastings, connecting four large areas of ancient woodland and pasture between 
Hastings and Fairlight to establish an ecological network of protected natural space 
of approximately four miles. Together with the marshland at Pett Level, the wildlife 
Reserve at Rye Harbour, and the wider Dungeness Complex this means there will be 
an almost continuous stretch of managed woodland, marshland and shingle reserve 
running across the entire region as far as Hythe. This is an outstanding achievement. 
 
The opportunities this regional environment presents to promote the visitor economy 
and nature tourism is similarly profound, and I look forward to working with the Trust 
and other partners to capture this important, growing market, attract new and a 
broader range of visitors, and provide exciting opportunities for them to engage with 
our work and nature generally. 
 
What is needed is a hub from which visitors can explore this outstanding landscape, 
learn about other places to visit, and engage more actively with the broad range of 
very special habitats this region contains. I very much hope the Discovery Centre will 
be that place, and will have a central role in supporting the tourism development 
process to which we are all committed. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 

 
 
Alastair Fairley 
Project Director 

S T O N E L Y N K   V A L L E Y 

Connecting people with nature 
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Yates, Barry

From: Tracey Kenward 
Sent: 26 July 2017 18:39
To: Yates, Barry
Subject: RE: Rye Harbour Discovery Centre

HI Barry,  
Sorry this has been a bit of a slow reply – but hopefully better late than never. Below are some of our thoughts on the 
development – feel free to use all, any or none of it as you wish! 
 
We at The Old Vicarage at Rye Harbour wholeheartedly support the proposal for the new Discovery Centre on Rye 
Harbour Nature Reserve, and we fervently hope that the friendly and approachable feel and style of the current offering 
is not lost in the ‘up-grade’. The building itself will have a greater impact on the views that we have from our house, but 
we think it has been designed sensitively and it is the price that we must pay for progress. The new Discovery Centre is a 
tremendous opportunity to attract more visitors and to better inform the current ones. 
 
In terms of impact on the local economy – l can see only that it will be a positive effect, the increase in visitor numbers, 
will have a knock on effect for all local businesses, perhaps visitors will stay longer if they have a better knowledge of 
what is here and hopefully they will also return more frequently. I think it is very important for the village to maintain 
it’s, shall we say – ‘rustic’ appeal in amongst all of this development.  It is one of the attractions of the area and sets it 
apart to others. 
 
We run a small – three bedroom, B & B and know from experience how many of our guests enjoy visiting the Reserve. 
Whilst a few of these guest are very knowledgeable bird watchers the over whelming majority fall into two other camps. 
The first being people who just enjoy nature, wildlife and being in an environment that is different to which they are 
used to. These people are keen to learn more about the area both in terms of local history ( they particularly love old 
photographs and learning how people lived) and whilst they are unlikely to take up birdwatching as a primary hobby 
they would like to understand and be able to identify more of the birds and flowers that they will see on the reserve. 
The second camp are those people that just want to get away from their everyday pressured life – they choose to come 
and stay in Rye Harbour because it is quieter than Rye Town. These people invariably can be encouraged to walk to the 
beach and always go away feeling more rested and hopefully with a renewed interest in nature. People currently feel 
very relaxed on the Reserve, they don’t feel intimidated or embarrassed by their lack of knowledge and they enjoy the 
openness of the whole area and often comment on how friendly people are – staff, visitors and locals.  This truly is a 
strength of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve that shouldn’t be underestimated and we would really encourage this approach 
to continue. 
 
 
 
With kind regards 
Tracey Kenward 

   
 

 
From: Yates, Barry [mailto:barryyates@sussexwt.org.uk]  
Sent: 19 July 2017 08:10 
To:
Subject: Rye Harbour Discovery Centre 
 
Tracey, 
I’m trying to collate views from local businesses on the impact of the proposed Discovery Centre. 
Please could you write a few words on your view, so that we can produce a summary for the planning application. 
Thanks, 
Barry 
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Dr Barry Yates  
Manager - Rye Harbour Nature Reserve  
2 Watch Cottages, Winchelsea Beach. TN36 4LU.  
Telephone: 01797 223862  
Mobile: 07715812503  
 
Websites:  
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/ryeharbour  - about the Nature Reserve  
www.RXwildlife.info - wildlife sightings from Romney Marshes Living Landscape  
www.RyeHarbour.net - the village image library  
www.facebook.com/RyeHarbourNR - our Facebook page  
www.rhnrfriends.co.uk - all about our Friends  
 
 
  

 

  
  
 www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk  

                            
  
  
  
  

  

  

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Act. Registered in England, Company No. 
698851. Registered Charity No. 207005. VAT Registration No. 191 305969. Registered Office: Woods Mill, Henfield, 
West Sussex BN5 9SD. Telephone 01273 492630 
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