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Rye Harbour Nature Reserve offers a 

unique experience to its 330,000 visitors 

every year. It is one of the largest and 

most important wildlife sites in England, 

set in an exceptional coastal and wetland 

landscape and home to 4,500 varieties 

of plants and animals including more 

than 300 considered rare or endangered 

species. 

The nature reserve has national and 

international designations for its wildlife, 

habitats and geomorphology, and 

provides visitors with many memorable 

sights all year round. It has a rich cultural 

and historical heritage including the 

500 year old Camber Castle built by 

Henry VIII, a Martello Tower from the 

Napoleonic era, and the Mary Stanford 

Lifeboat House which commemorates 

the 1928 lifeboat disaster when all 17 

crew members died. 

The nature reserve is carefully managed 

by the Sussex Wildlife Trust, working 

in partnership with the Friends of 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve, the 

Environment Agency, County, District 

and Parish Councils, conservation 

groups and local landowners, and a 

variety of other conservation groups and 

local authorities. Together we ensure the 

protection of the site and its enjoyment 

by a wide variety of visitors of all ages 

and interests – bird watchers, nature 

lovers, walkers, cyclists, holiday makers 

and schoolchildren. 

Access to the nature reserve is free to all 

with accessible routes for people of all 

physical ability. Our staff lead over 100 

events every year for visitors, schools 

and community groups to help connect 

people with nature and wildlife. 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve 
– a very special place

‘I have seldom seen a place so teeming with birds and interesting plants’ 

Peter Marren, award winning author and naturalist 

Black-headed 

gulls at Rye 

Harbour 

Nature Reserve



We strongly believe that the nature 

reserve and everyone who visits it 

deserves a safe, comfortable and 

welcoming modern facility. This will 

enable us to engage with our visitors 

and interpret the important natural, 

cultural and historical story of the site, 

so improving visitors’ experience and 

enjoyment.

The reserve currently has a very 

small information centre housed in 

an old cottage. This is manned by our 

dedicated volunteers but for much of 

the year it is cold, damp and vulnerable 

to bad weather and flooding. It is not a 

safe or healthy environment to welcome 

visitors or house staff and volunteers 

and lacks the necessary facilities to host 

schools and other educational groups.

Despite the exceptional landscape, 

wildlife and history of the nature 

reserve the information centre is only 

visited by 5% of visitors to the site. It 

offers no convenience or refreshment 

amenities, and no suitable learning 

space or communication facilities to 

enthuse children and others with the 

history and natural wonders of the site. 

By building a modern visitor centre on 

the site we can help visitors and the 

local community learn and appreciate 

more about their natural heritage and 

understand the threats and risks facing 

wildlife both in the immediate area and 

on a national and global scale. We are 

calling it the Rye Harbour Discovery 

Centre because that sums up what we 

hope everyone who enters the building 

will experience.

Why a Visitor Centre is urgently needed

The current 

information 

centre at Lime 

Kiln Cottage

School visitors 

are lacking 

much needed 

facilities



The centre will be fully accessible via the ramp, and provide a sheltered environment 

to learn about what makes the reserve so special.

Proposed elevation views

The glazed gallery will present an unobstructed elevated view across the saltmarsh 

and down towards the sea.

Corner elevation 

looking back 

towards Rye 

Harbour Village

The view towards 

the sea along the 

main path 



Sussex Wildlife Trust and the Friends 

of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve have 

identified for a long time the urgent 

demand and need for a visitor centre. 

We are delighted that it has now finally 

become possible to turn this dream into 

a reality.

                                                                                                                      

The Friends were recently in receipt of a 

substantial legacy from the estate of one 

of their members, which together with 

a contribution from the Sussex Wildlife 

Trust has enabled our organisations 

to initiate a joint project for the 

construction of a purpose built visitor 

centre incorporating the following key 

features:

• Information and welcome area with  

    an outstanding view over the reserve

• Flexible education and meeting      

spaces (up to 40 and 70 people      

respectively) 

• Exhibition zone 

• A 60 seater café and a catering 

    facility for a wide variety of functions 

• A viewing area

• A retail space

• Toilets

• Volunteer and staff office space and  

    common room/kitchen  

• Wi-Fi and extensive audio visual 

    facilities for visitors, volunteers 

    and staff       

• Raised building design to negate      

flood risk 

• Ease of access for all to maximise the  

    widest possible community use

• Environmentally-friendly and       

    cost-efficient design, materials, and  

    operation

We are confident that the Rye Harbour 

Discovery Centre will become a 

thriving hub for community enjoyment, 

engagement, outreach and cohesion; a 

centre which will instil and enhance a 

lifelong appreciation and understanding 

of the natural environment; and an 

important contributor to protecting the 

ecology and sustainability of the nature 

reserve for future generations.

We have purchased the freehold of the 

Discovery Centre location, on the site 

of the current information centre at 

Lime Kiln Cottage, and have received 

planning permission. The project, which 

has an estimated cost of just under £3.5 

million, has the endorsement of a broad 

spectrum of statutory, conservation and 

community organisations including East 

Sussex County Council, the Environment 

Agency, Natural England, and the 

Rother Environmental Group. Subject 

to funding, we hope to commence 

the construction programme during 

2018 for completion and opening the 

following year.

How we are making this happen

A bird’s eye 

view of the 

southern part 

of the reserve 



We have secured over 40% of the 

required funds from our own combined 

resources. In order to raise the 

remaining funding we have initiated a 

public fundraising Appeal. 

Before we announce the Appeal 

more widely we are seeking to raise a 

number of gifts to provide the essential 

early momentum for the campaign. 

Such donations will set the Appeal 

firmly on the road to success and give 

great encouragement to those we will 

approach later. 

Each and every gift will bring the 

Appeal one step closer to reaching its 

target, and will be greatly appreciated.  

How you can help – the importance of public 
donations

Buy a Bird

Unless otherwise requested, all donors 

of £500 and above will have their name 

inscribed on an individual image of a 

Golden Plover to be displayed once the 

building is completed. They will also be 

thanked and listed in the Rye Harbour 

Discovery Centre section of the Sussex 

Wildlife Trust website.   

We have chosen the Golden Plover 

because of its distinctive appearance 

and increasing numbers and breeding 

success at the reserve in recent years. 

This has been achieved through careful 

habitat management and implementing 

conservation measures such as the 

erection of electric fencing enclosures 

(to deter fox and badger) and a team of 

voluntary wardens.

We hope that many supporters of the 

reserve will wish to help us build the 

Discovery Centre – and a permanent 

visual flock of Golden Plovers - in  

this way.  

A flock of 

Golden Plovers 

in flight  

© Dave Kilbey



Major donations of a minimum of 

£10,000 each are vital if the Appeal 

target of £2m is to be achieved. We 

shall be delighted to publicly recognise 

any individual, trust, company or 

other funder giving £10,000 or more 

as a Major Donor, with additional 

recognition as detailed below depending 

on the level of gift (any requests for 

anonymity will of course be fully 

respected). 

All Major Donors will: 

• Be invited to the official opening of  

    the Discovery Centre

• Have their names recorded on a  

    Major Donor board within the       

    building

• Be offered Life Membership of both  

    Sussex Wildlife Trust and the Friends  

    of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve

The donor table on the spread overleaf 

underlines how tax-efficient it can be to 

make a major donation to our Appeal. 

When you make a donation using Gift 

Aid, we can claim back the basic rate of 

tax paid on the donation – increasing 

the value of your gift by 25%. 

 

If you are a UK higher rate tax payer 

you can recover the remaining tax paid 

on your donation (i.e. the difference 

between the basic 20% rate and the 

higher rate of 40% or 45%) through your 

tax return e.g. a £10,000 donation is 

worth £12,500 to the Appeal but only 

costs you £7,500 or £6,875 respectively.

Companies can reclaim 19% corporation 

tax on all charitable donations, and 

donations can be made as a single lump 

sum or in two or more instalments to be 

completed by June 2019.                                                                                

How to make a donation

Bird watchers on 

a course enjoy 

spectacular 

displays of wildlife

We should be most grateful if all donors 

could please complete the and return 

the Donation Form, including the Gift 

Aid declaration if applicable. It is also 

downloadable from our website. 

All cheques should be made payable to 

Rye Harbour Discovery Centre 

Online donations can be made at: 

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/

ryeharbourdiscoverycentre 

 

Please address donations and any 

enquiries to Rye Harbour Discovery 

Centre Appeal, Sussex Wildlife Trust, 

Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex, 

BN5 9SD

Email: appeal@sussexwt.org.uk  

Tel: 07715 812 503                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                        

Thank you!

Major Donor recognition, naming rights 
and tax-efficient giving



Donation entry 
level

Value to Appeal 
with Gift Aid

Net cost to a 
20% taxpayer

Principal Donor £500,000 £500,000£625,000

Platinum Donor £250,000 £250,000£312,500

Diamond Donor £100,000 £100,000£125,000

Gold Donor £50,000 £50,000£62,500

Silver Donor £25,000 £25,000£31,250

Buy a Bird £500 £500£625

Bronze Donor £10,000 £10,000£12,500

Donor category
& recognition rights

Major Donor and ‘Buy a Bird’ tax-efficient giving table 

See overleaf for more information



Net cost to a 
20% taxpayer

Net cost to a 
40% taxpayer

Net cost to a 
45% taxpayer

Net cost to a
company

£500,000 £375,000 £343,750 £405,000

£250,000 £187,500 £171,875 £202,500

£100,000 £75,000 £68,750 £81,000

£50,000 £37,500 £34,375 £40,500

£25,000 £18,750 £17,187 £20,250

£500 £375 £344 £405

£10,000 £7,500 £6,875 £8,100



Proposed internal layout

Offices & 
storage

Interpretation

Retail & 
refreshment

Toilets
& storage

Staff & 
volunteers

Education & 
exhibition

The education and interpretation sections will be flexible spaces depending on 

requirements



S3

Your information

I want to make a single gift

I want to make a regular gift (over 1 or 2 years) by Direct Debit 

Name 

Address

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Please make cheque payable to Rye Harbour Discovery Centre 

I/we enclose my/our cheque for £

I/we confirm that we have made an online donation to the value of £

Online donations via credit or debit card can be made at: www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/ryeharbourdiscoverycentre 

Please choose how much you would like to give and the frequency of your gift. 

£   every month    

£   every quarter   

£   every year Start date:                End date:

Sussex Wildlife Trust will collect the funds as detailed above via direct debit solely for the restricted use of the Rye Harbour Discovery Centre

Title:                Full Name:

Town:                             County:     Post Code:

Home:    Business:

Home:    Business:                          

Home:    Business:

 

 

Yes - I want to help build the Rye Harbour Discovery Centre

   

 

 

 

To: The Manager Bank/Building Society

Address:

Postcode:

Name(s) of Account Holder(s):

Date:

Signature(s):

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Branch Sort Code:

Service user number:

Bank/building society account number:

Reference (office use only):

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay The 
Sussex Wildlife Trust Direct Debits from the account detailed 
in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the 
Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that the instruction 
may remain with the Sussex Wildlife Trust and, if so, details 
will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 

Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9SD.

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society:

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of accounts

Please turn over
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If you’re a UK taxpayer please tick the box - for every £1 you give, the Appeal 
will receive an extra 25p from HMRC

Data protection

Increase your gift by 25%

  I agree to Sussex Wildlife Trust claiming tax under the Gift Aid scheme on all my qualifying gifts of money 

made today, in the past 4 years and in the future until I advise otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer and understand 

that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in 

that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  

  I am a non-taxpayer and therefore do not qualify for Gift Aid. 

Notes:  1. If you pay tax at a higher rate you can claim further tax relief on your Self Assessment tax return. 2. Please notify the Appeal 
Office if you change your name or address.

Sussex Wildlife Trust will store your details securely, and we will never sell, trade or rent 

your personal information to other organisations. We would like to send you occasional 

information about aspects of our work such as conservation news, events, fundraising appeals and volunteer 

opportunities. Please confirm that you are happy to receive this information by:  

post     email     telephone     SMS text  

Please return this completed form to:

Rye Harbour Discovery Centre Appeal, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield,  

West Sussex, BN5 9SD

Thank you for choosing to support the Rye Harbour Discovery Centre Appeal

Email: appeal@sussexwt.org.uk   Tel: 07715 812 503 

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/ryeharbourdiscoverycentre     

Signature:Name: Date:

Registered Charity No: 269535 Registered Charity No: 207005

Voted Britain’s favourite 

nature reserve

LandLove Magazine 

Awards 2016

I/we are happy for the Appeal to publicly acknowledge my/our gift;          and its monetary value

I/we wish my/our gift to remain anonymous


