
RYE HARBOUR
NATURE RESERVE 

POETRY TRAIL
A gentle, flat, 45 minute walk around the 

reserve with 12 poetry stops along the way... 
and one mystery stop for those who want to 

explore further!
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RYE HARBOUR NATURE RESERVE POETRY TRAIL is 
a Rye Arts Festival 2021 event.  It grew out of 
the Writer in Residence Project and was funded 
by the Friends of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve 
from 2019 - 2021. This project will be funded 
in future by Discover Rye Harbour - a Heritage 
Lottery Funded project led by Sussex Wildlife 
Trust.

Headed by award winning poet Jane Lovell, 
the project has so far resulted in a number of 
successful ventures.  These include taking part 
in the Places of Poetry interactive map, where 
one of our members’ poems was voted the most 
popular in the country.

The project has also created an anthology 
of poetry and art called New Ways of Looking at 
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve. This is a collection 
of diverse poems inspired by the landscape, 
wildlife and human stories of the reserve, 
illustrated by a wealth of extraordinary artwork 
by award-winning local artists.  The anthology 
costs £15 and is available to buy from the 
Discovery Centre.
  This poetry trail features ‘poetry and artwork 
boards’ that are positioned, as much as 
possible, next to the landscape or wildlife that 
inspired the poem.  Most poems are placed on 
or near benches, so you can sit and read and 
contemplate the scene in front of you.  For 
those who would like a little challenge there is 
one more mystery site apart from the 12 on the 
map, which leads you slightly further afield.

THE TRAIL STARTS AT THE DISCOVERY CENTRE 
with Discovery by David Cruikshank.  From there you 
move on to the Gooders Hide for Spilling by Bronwen 
Griffiths.  

Outside the hide on a nearby bench is Spring Tide 
by Lenka Medlik and down by the Red Roofed Hut is 
Three Colours by Barry Yates.  Further down the path 
comes Ryeku by Susan Richardson, and then at the river 
mouth, Seal Cove by Geoff Marshall. 

Going right at the river mouth you’ll find Shingle by 
Jane Lovell, about half way to the turning to the hides.

Following the road further you come to a bench next 
to the right turning in to the Parkes and Denny Hides.  
From here, if you sit and look right you will see the 
Mary Stanford Lifeboat House on the horizon, scene of 
the tragic loss of the lifeboat crew almost 100 years ago.  
Here you can read Alone With Others, by Alun Robert 
and Flowers for the Mary Stanford, by Marianna Barber. 
Opposite the bench is a wooden path and at the end 
of the path you’ll find Reasons for Sanderlings by Jane 
Lovell and a wonderful view of the beach.

Inside the Parkes Hide is Storm by Helen Slater and 
Shingle and Storm by Nick Russell.

If you’ve enjoyed the trail so far and want to 
discover an extra poem, turn left at the junction in the 
path beyond the Parkes Hide.  Follow the path around 
to the left and between the pools until the path rises 
over the sea defence.  On your right you’ll find This 
Path Leads Nowhere by Jim Northover.

If you’d prefer to go straight back, take the path 
on the right that swings round towards the Discovery 
Centre and on a bench about half way along you’ll find 
Lapwings by S Morgan.

If you return to the Discovery Centre you’ll find a 
wonderful summing up of everything the reserve has 
to offer in The Reserve in 100 Words by Tor Lawrence.

POETRY BOXES
As you walk the poetry trail, 
or simply wander the reserve, 
you may come across one of our 
poetry boxes.  Each one contains 
a notebook and pencil and we 
invite you to read what others have 
written in response to the reserve 
and, perhaps, write something of 
your own...

WRITER IN RESIDENCE PROJECT
Late 2021 sees the appointment of a 
new Writer in Residence, funded by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. This 
new project will feature lots of exciting 
workshops and outreach events, while 
still allowing the original Rye Harbour 
Poetry Group to continue meeting 
monthly.
To find out more email:
ryeharbourlearning@sussexwt.org.uk

POETRY READING
 AT THE DISCOVERY CENTRE
At 2pm on Sunday 19th September 
Jane Lovell will be reading a 
selection of her award-winning 
poems at the Discovery Centre.  She 
will be accompanied by members of 
the Rye Harbour Poetry Group.
For tickets visit: 
www.ryeartsfestival.org.uk
Then click on Books and Talks/Poetry 
Project with Jane Lovell


