
 

 

By email only 
planningpolicyconsultation@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Attn: Planning Policy Consultation Team  
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government  
3rd floor, South East  
Fry Building  
2 Marsham Street  
London  
SW1P 4DF 
 

Contact:          Laura Brook   

Direct Dial: 01273 497508 

E-mail: swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk 

Date: 9 May 18 

 
Dear  Planning Policy Consultation Team 
 
 
Sussex Wildlife Trust Response - Consultation on draft revised NPPF  

 
The Sussex Wildlife Trust is 1 of 47 Wildlife Trusts and our collective voice regarding the draft revised 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) are clearly and consistently presented through our national 
response submitted by The Wildlife Trusts. The Sussex Wildlife Trust strongly supports the national 
response which details the specific amendments we seek.  
 
In addition, there are key overarching issues that are fundamental in a revised NPPF to ensure the 
delivery of a sustainable future for our country, these include: 
 

 Protecting wildlife and securing recognition of Local Wildlife Sites within the NPPF 
 Integrating wildlife habitats into new developments – to benefit wildlife and people 
 Committing to an improvement for wild species and habitats from all development leading to a net 

biodiversity gain 
 Ensuring that new developments contribute to a national ‘Nature Recovery Network’ by including 

this in local planning strategies 
 
The amendments we seek for the revised NPPF will aid the commitment made by the government in its 
2011 White Paper -The Natural Choicei, and repeated in successive manifestos, to be ‘the first generation 
to leave the natural environment of England in a better state than it inherited…’. The NPPF needs to work 
holistically with the Government’s vision presented in the 25 year Environment Planii and the 
recommendations of the UK Natural Capital Committee.  
 
Sussex has a remarkable diversity of terrestrial and coastal  habitats and includes part of the South 
Downs National Park. Therefore the documents that informed the revised draft NPPF need careful 
consideration in terms of the role they play in determining development levels and hence long term 
sustainability in the region. 
 



 

 

As a non-government organisation we work within the parameters of the legislation and frameworks 
available to us to deliver positive partnerships and projects. Through this work we seek to deliver our 
ambitions of making Sussex a place for nature’s recovery within the framework set out by the 
Government’s overarching commitments to the natural environment listed earlier. We do this in a wide 
variety of ways, for example:  
 

 Working with Local Authorities to ensure that evidence bases are fit for purpose. Here in Sussex 
we have 637 Local Wildlife Sites, which cover 5.3% of the county. Knowing the condition of Local 
Wildlife Sites ensures that local plans can progress with up to date environmental information in 
line with the current NPPF. The Government has made a commitment to a Nature Recovery 
Network in the DEFRA 25 year plan.  Protection for Local Wildlife Sites must be maintained within 
the NPPF to ensure the Government can enable a multi-layered approach to delivering this.   

 
 Through the consultation process of a specific Sussex Local Plan, we pushed for the need for an 

objective to make a clear commitment to the addition of Natural Capital over the life time of the 
plan.  This was included in the plan, therefore taking a step towards the aspirations of the NPPF to 
deliver net gains for biodiversity. This also delivers the recommendations of the Natural Capital 
Commission who advised the Government of the need for the concept of natural capital be tried 
out in core environmental contexts; notably catchment, city, landscape and marine settings. 

 
 Working with Local Authorities to advise on development briefs so that ecological matters are 

considered early on in the process. This encourages opportunities to protect and incorporate 
biodiversity into developments in line with recommendations of the current NPPF. 
 

 Engaging with the emerging South Downs National Park Local Plan and supporting the approach 
to embed ecosystem services at the heart of sustainable development.  It is one of the first plans in 
the country to take this approach and we are keen that it acts as an exemplar to demonstrate the 
benefits of this approach to more Local Planning Authorities. This will require a NPPF that 
delivers key commitments to the environment as laid out in the start of our response. 

 
These examples highlight some of the areas of work the Sussex Wildlife Trust are involved with to bring 
together the often separate frameworks that are produced by Government with an aim of delivering their 
promise to leave the environment in a better state.  
 
Sussex needs a National Planning Policy Framework that is robust for the environment if this 
Government want to see the aspirations of the 25year Environment Plan delivered in an integrated and 
sustainable way. By taking away key drivers within the NPPF that seek to deliver a mechanism to aid the 
nature recovery network you will be undermining this process. We seek a progressive NPPF that 
considers all aspects of a sustainable development to ensure future development is capacity lead and not 
simply target driven.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Laura Brook  
Conservation Officer  
 
 
   
 



 

 

                                                
i
 The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature (2011): https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/thenatural-choice-securing-the-value-of-nature 
ii
 'A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment', Defra (2018) 

 


