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Background 
 

Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) supports local communities to create healthy living landscapes. We are a leader in the 

field of landscape scale land management, the creation of natural capital networks, re-wilding and the restoration 

of natural processes. As well as managing our own nature reserves, we support and fund a range of projects 

which enhance wildlife and human interactions with wildlife across Sussex.  

 

At the core of our vision is a resilient ecological network – a truly Living Landscape. Plants and animals, and their 

habitats will be stable or improving, into the long term future. We currently take more from the natural world 

than it is able to provide without damage. Our vision can only be achieved if all sectors of society work together 

to reduce our ecological footprint and live sustainably – we need to live more lightly. It is vital that nature and the 

benefits from nature are central considerations in all decision making, with commitment, at all levels, to restore 

nature within a generation. 

 

Ecological network provide space for nature, but they will also provide space for people, where the vital 

connection between them and their Wild Life will have been re-established. We envision the majority of people in 

Sussex understanding nature, our place within nature, what nature does for us, and taking action for nature. In 

achieving our vision we will have restored something of the natural wild to Sussex. In this vision :- 

 

 1. Nature and the benefits from nature will be central considerations in all decision making across Sussex. 

 2. We will have re-built the vital connection between people and the natural world;  

 3. The ecological footprint of our population will have been reduced to a level that does not create 

ecological debt to other places and does not cause the continual erosion of nature in Sussex. 

 4. A coherent and resilient ecological network will have been established, underpinning good ecological 

status of species and habitats in the county. 

 5. There will be parts of Sussex where we can experience something close to the full grandeur of nature. 

 

Our Living Landscape projects have been delivering large scale conservation for over 15 years, providing advice to 

landowners and others on the benefits and conservation of natural resources and the natural environment. We 

work with our Living Seas, Land Management, Community and Conservation colleagues as a part of SWT’s Living 

Landscapes Team. We are delivering increasingly on ecological networks, Natural Flood Management (NFM), 

natural capital and ecosystem services mapping and accounting, and the restoration of natural processes. You can 

find out more about us on our web pages at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk (Partnerships, Landowner Advice and 

Wetlands pages). The main aim of the Living Landscapes project is :- 

 

To promote the long term, sustainable management and naturalisation of our landscapes, and to restore 

habitat networks for the benefit of wildlife, and the provision of natural services for people. 

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/
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Introduction 
 

Our landscapes are fundamental to all life, and to the function of our societies. Water, air, soil and biodiversity 

are essential for our survival, and the survival of all other life. Traditionally, conservation focussed on preserving 

patches of habitats and species in isolated nature reserves. Although this was an essential step in preventing the 

wider extinction of a range of important species, we have moved away from protecting disconnected land 

parcels, to assessing the overall societal value of a connected network of healthy land and habitats within the 

wider landscape, using nature reserves as wildlife ‘hubs’. 

 

Our natural habitats are rich in biomass and species, and perform essential ecosystem services for us such as 

water purification, flood storage and climate stabilisation. In Sussex, our natural resources have been heavily 

damaged and altered. Almost none of our landscapes can be called natural, healthy or ancient. Nonetheless, 

many of our remnant ancient woodlands and greensand streams, are both unique and extremely valuable 

nationally and even internationally. We need these to be ‘bigger, better and more joined up’. In order to achieve 

this we are working in partnerships to help people to restore and value the natural benefits of their environment.  

 

This year, the Arun & Rother Connections (ARC) project celebrated its achievements after 4 years of helping local 

people to connect with, and enhance their local landscape. Our 7 partners supported thousands of people to help 

tackle important, large scale issues which they would otherwise not feel they were able to do. The ARC project 

was recognised nationally by Ciria & the UK charity awards, and won the National Park Protector Award. We are 

grateful to those who made the ARC project possible, and hope that its legacy continues for many years to come.  

 

The Sussex Flow Initiative (SFI) commenced its fifth year this year, which in the current economic climate is an 

achievement in itself. Natural Flood Management (NFM) and Working with Natural Processes (WwNP) has gained 

national momentum, and our local natural flood management project has been delivering and influencing at both 

the national and local scale. We have produced new information and resources to help others to understand how 

to use our natural landscapes to help reduce flooding. There is a great deal more to learn but political support is 

building for NFM techniques which also deliver multiple other benefits for people and wildlife.  

 

In tandem with our work on Natural Flood Management, we have developed ways of measuring the value of the 

natural capital and ecosystem services that our landscapes and projects provide. This year, the Sussex Biodiversity 

Record Centre produced an EcoServ-GIS Ecosystem Services model for the River Ouse catchment, which assesses 

the potential of the landscape to provide 9 ecosystem services – pollination, climate regulation, air purification, 

access to nature, green education, water purification, noise regulation, carbon storage and green travel. Using 

this model, we have interpreted how and where the Ouse & Arun river catchments support their local people 

with these important natural services, and how they could be enhanced to provide more of them where they are 

needed. It’s a fascinating opportunity to articulate for the first time, how much our landscapes do for us. 



 

 5 

We continue to advise on national policies, and to gather evidence on the natural habitats which provide these 

essential benefits for the people of Sussex. By doing this we provide the foundations from which our most 

valuable habitats and landscapes are recognised, restored, enhanced and re-naturalised. We have helped to 

deliver a range of habitat restoration work this year.  

 

A fundamental element of our work is partnerships and cooperative working with a broad spectrum of people. 

We support the Sussex Black Poplar Partnership, The Sussex Dragonfly Society, The Sussex Mammal Society and 

many more. We also support landowners across the County with advice across thousands of acres of land, and we 

are working with many people to achieve our maxim of ‘bigger, better and more joined up’ 

 

We hope that you will be as pleased with our achievements this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map above showing the capacity of the Ouse Catchment to provide  

9 essential natural services to local people.  
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Summary of Project Achievements 2016 - 2017 
 

 

HABITAT DELIVERY 

   

Woodlands restored / planted    = 0.6 ha (SFI) +0.7 km hedgerow (SFI) 

Wet heath restored      = 1.8 ha 

Rivers & Streams restored     = 1km chalk stream 

Meadow restored      = 3.5 ha 

Permanent & Temporary Standing Water restored  = approx. 3 ha 
 

SPECIES DELIVERY 
 

Total Black poplars distributed     = 488 to 21 landowners 

Length of watercourse surveyed for water voles   = 11 km 

Distance surveyed for dragonflies    = 19 km 

Total length of streams surveyed for invasive species  = 14 km 
 

ADVISING LANDOWNERS 
 

                           Area of land with advice given acres / ha   = 10,226.25 / 4,138.5 

Unique landowners visited      = 81 

Number of Landowner reports written   = 31 
 

ADVISING OTHERS – PUBLIC LIAISON & PARTNERSHIP WORK 
 

Local Groups & Organisations worked with    = 60 minimum 

Total number of events      = 21 

No of people attending events    = 868 

Min no press releases and articles     = 11 minimum 

Total Blogs       = Min 9 

Blog ‘hits’        = Flood blogs 3903 

SFI web page and video      = 350 visits. 70 you tube views, 1278 

Facebook Views (48 Likes, 900 Impressions) & 2175 Twitter views (41 likes, 31 Retweets, 10,315 Impressions) 

Press coverage figures      = 200,000+ 

Enquiries dealt with (conservative estimate)    = 3500 
 

FINANCE (Subject to final audit) 
 

Total core funds received, Landscapes (Wages, travel etc)     = £ 28,124 

Total core fund expenditure  Landscapes   = £ 28,124 

Project funds received (SFI etc.)    = £ 37,000    

Project funds spent 2016 / 17    = £ 28,000 

Un-allotted project funds available 2016 / 167   = £ 500 

External funding applied for (incl. Partnership bids)  = £ 2,000,000 

External funding received     = £ 0 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Volunteer hours       = 250 

Total volunteer days     = 36 

Estimated value of volunteer hours     = £20,000 
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Our Work Advising Landowners 
 

Each year we give landowners free advice on land and water management. Below is a summary of the land on which we have 

given advice over the last year. It shows the depth and geographical range of influence of the Living Landscapes Project, and 

the thousands of hectares which have visited or supported. The overall land coverage of the project’s advice since the project 

started in 2001 is considerably greater than shown. R = Revisited site 
 

Chichester Coastal Plain 

Hedge end wood, Barnham rife – 2.5 acres 

Charlton / Singleton water voles – 6 acres 

East Lavant (Fordwater Rd) – 2.5 acres 

Lavant WTW – 15 acres 

Westergate – 2.5 acres 

 

Arun & Western Rother 

Amberley wildbrooks – 494 acres R 

Arundel Wildfowl & Wetland Trust – 57 acres R 

Bersted park – 69 acres 

Bury pond  - 2.5 acres 

Chesworth Farm – 91.5 acres R 

Dyke Farm, Pulborough – 10 acres 

Gibbons mill & Hope farm – 370 acres R 

Greatham (Mrs Eldred) – 9 acres 

Greyfriars farm, Storrington – 326 acres 

Horsham park – 37 acres 

Lods Bridge Mill – 20 acres 

Norfolk Estate – 200 acres R 

Oakfield house, Merrywood lane – 17 acres 

Orfold farm – 175 acres R  

Pulborough Brooks – 526 acres R  

Quell field, Greatham – 12 acres 

Rivermead NR, Pulborough – 2 acres 

Rudgewick floodplain – 25 acres R 

Seaford College and Botany Bay – 400 acres R  

Shopphill Farm, Haslemere – 27 acres 

Storrington Meadows – 5 acres 

Summers Farm, Graffham – 5 acres 

The Parlour, Manor Farm, Greatham – 12 acres 

Wealden Downland Museum – 79 acres 

The Mill House, Fittleworth – 7.5 acres 

Waltham Brooks – 104 acres R  

Warnham Nature Reserve – 111 acres R  

 

Adur 

Beeding manor farm – 10 acres 

Blackstone lane – 30 acres R 

Brookside farm, Henfield – 183 acres 

Butchers wood, Hassocks, Woodland Trust – 17 acres 

East Clayton Farm / Lorica Trust – 121 acres 

Hassocks Stream – 4 acres 

Knepp estate – 1,000 acres R 

Lancing College – 390 acres 

New Wharf Farm, Ashurst – 42 acres 

Sompting pond – 5 acres 

Woods Mill – 47 acres R 

 

Ouse 

Barn Snape Farm, Cuckfield – 32 acres 

 

Bentley estate – 593 acres R 

Chailey Common – 366 acres R 

Chiddinglye farm Ardingly – 267 acres 

Forest cottage, Cackle street – 12 acres 

Holly Farm, Ardingly – 49 acres 

Hurst Barns – 291 acres 

Lydhurst estate – 222 acres 

Malling barn farm, Lewes – 2.5 acres 

Millers wood, Handcross – 2.5 acres 

Nutley edge cottages, Horney common – 10 acres 

Park farm and St Helena’s farm – 217.5 acres 

Putlands Farm, Duddleswell – 20 acres 

Pyecombe golf course – 225 acres 

Rook pond, Ardingly – 1 acre 

Terridell farm – 11 acres 

Views Wood – 62 acres R 

 

Cuckmere 

Little firs – 10 acres 

Milton Gate Marsh – 42 acres R 

Runtington wood - 17 acres 

Sacred Earth Trust, Wicker wood, Horam – 121 acres 

Selwyns wood – 27 acres 

 

Pevensey & Eastbourne Levels 

Pevensey apiary – 2 acres 

West rise school, Eastbourne – 120 acres R 

 

Brede, E Rother, Romney Rye & Tillingham 

Furnace wood, Mayfield – 12 acres 

Lankhurst Farm, Westfield – 0.25 acres 

Pond at Westfield – 1 acre 

Quarry Farm (Hut co) – 160.5 acres 

Rye Harbour – 749 acres 

Spraysbridge, Rotherfield – 30 acres 

Wadhurst and Pigstrood Farms – 652 acres R 

Yew tree lakes, Rotherfield – 40 acres 

 

Medway 

Broadwater warren – 447 acres R 

Eridge Rocks – 109 acres R 

Old Lodge – 183 acres R 

Park Cottage, Cowden – 15 acres 

Swatlands Farm – 27 acres 

 

Kent 

Newenden (Parish Council scrape) – 7 acres 

 

AREA WITH ADVICE GIVEN 2016 - 2017 

10,226.25 Acres / Hectares 4,138.5 

Minimum 81 unique visits and 58 new visits 
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New Look Landowner Reports 

 

We have offered professional conservation and land management advice across Sussex for over a decade, but this 

year we began producing professional landowner reports for a number of key sites that we visited. In total this 

year we produced 31 full reports across 10 different catchment areas :- 

 

Arun = 5 

Adur = 4  

Brede = 1 

Chichester Coastal Plain = 2 

Cuckmere = 1 

Eastern Rother = 4 

Medway = 2 

Ouse = 9 

Pevensey = 1 

Western Rother = 2 

 

Where relevant, these reports include comprehensive comments on :- 

 

 species and habitats of note,  

 designated sites and important landscapes  

 historic landscapes,  

 recommendations for habitat management and restoration,  

 recommendations for natural flood management,  

 ideas on the restoration of ecological networks,  

 information on rewilding, permaculture and sustainable farming.  

 Information on funding and potential partnership working 

 And much more 
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Working with Farmers in Living Landscapes - Cluster Farm 

 

The Arun to Adur Cluster spans around 14,000 ha, and covers large parts of the Lower Adur and Arun rive 

catchments and South Downs National Park, including parts of the ARC project area. This year we have provided 

advice and events on wet grassland management, breeding wader networks, water vole habitat networks and a 

range of other advisory farm visits. This year we have also been invited to participate in the Eastbourne to Adur 

Downs Cluster farm, so we will hopefully continue to expand our work with this Living Landscapes Farming Areas.  
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As part of our work with the Adur to Arun Cluster farm, we provided advice and financial support for the 

production of a farm biodiversity action plan for Greyfriars Farm. The plan focused on key species and habitats 

around the farm including Duke of Burgundy butterfly, Barbastelle bat, Turtle Dove and Juniper, and will help to 

focus future management on the farm.  

 

Comments from Landowners 

 

“I am studying your report with extreme interest.  I must say that I am delighted to have met you and I am very 

privileged to have you and your advice on hand.  Your experience, and the time that you have spent thinking 

about our land, are most apparent and I am extremely grateful to you”. 

 

Landowner, Western Rother 

 

I just wanted to drop you a line before I 

leave Chestnut Tree House to say thank 

you for enabling Chestnut Tree House to 

have its very own apple orchard of Sussex 

Apples.  The apple trees are growing 

beautifully and enhance our lovely gardens 

of Chestnut Tree House. I am sure the Late 

Lady Sarah Clutton, who donated the land 

would be very pleased to know the land 

has been put to such good use. No doubt I 

will come back and visit with my daughter. 

On a recent visit to Chestnut Tree House, 

the Mayor of Brighton and Hove Cllr Pete 

West was particularly interested in seeing 

the orchard and very impressed with this 

Sussex ‘green’ collaboration.  

 

So thank you again, on behalf of all the 

children and their families who will 

continue to enjoy the apple trees.  

 

Georgie, Chestnut Tree House Hospice 

                                                                         Image – Volunteers plant native wetland plants on a local river bank 
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Catchment and Landscape Scale Project Work 

 

Sussex Living Landscapes 

 

Our project officer worked on a range of Landscape scale projects across the County this year including Arun & 

Rother Connections (ARC), Sussex Flow Initiative (SFI) and Sussex Wildlife Living Landscapes. When viewed as a 

whole, we can see how these help form a Living Landscape network across Sussex. 

 

Buglife B-lines 

 

This year, the conservation charity Buglife released a series of online maps 

and resources aimed at establishing pan-national migration corridors for 

pollinators. Our landowner advisor has been liaising with the new Buglife 

Project Officer for the South, to help encourage a greater uptake of 

pollinator options and positive pollinator management across the County. 
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The ARC Project 

 

arunwesternstreams.org.uk/projects/arc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Arun & Rother Connection (ARC) project is an innovative, Heritage Lottery funded project that covers the 

catchments of the Rivers Arun and Rother, and is delivered by a partnership of seven key national and local 

natural heritage bodies. In the fourth and final year of this fantastic landscape scale project, we wanted to 

celebrate its successes, and to record our collective impacts over the duration of the project.  

 

We appointed Resources for Change (R4C) to evaluate the nature and level of impact of the project and the 

evaluation findings show clearly feel that we achieved or exceeded our targets, and that this sense of success was 

supported by both participants and stakeholders. It also highlighted that the partnership working element was 

perhaps the biggest success of the ARC project.  

 

It is always difficult to record all the achievements of such a huge project, but one innovative method that we 

used was the ‘Most Significant Difference Conversations’. I for one was overwhelmed by some of the responses 

that we received, which were both heartwarming and passionate about how much difference we/they managed 

to make in their lives and in their local environment. Some of their responses can be watched in our short film 

here - www.youtube.com/watch?v=14rUWDHU1JI&feature=youtu.be. The key messages were that we had 

achieved :- 

©John Dominick: photographersussex.com 

http://arunwesternstreams.org.uk/projects/arc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14rUWDHU1JI&feature=youtu.be
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 A strong local partnership bringing together conservation, land management and recreation to all work 

together, creating a sense of community of all those interested in the local rivers and catchments  

 A wider audience, with a stronger voice, engaged in caring for their local heritage  

 An ongoing conversation about the catchment, the importance of rivers and the need to reconnect 

these heritage assets with their local communities and especially young people 

 

We also recorded the physical impact that we had across the catchment. In all areas of our habitat and species 

targets we achieved, or over-achieved our original aims. This included the creation and restoration of :- 
 

• 7 hectares of flowering fen, supporting a range of dragonflies, amphibians, and uncommon native plants 

such as tubular water dropwort (target 3 ha) 

• 5 ha of woodland to help reduce flooding and soil erosion (target 3 ha) 

• 16 hectares of wet and fen meadow - creating habitat for barn owls, bees and other pollinators, and 

feeding grounds for rare bats (target 3 ha) 

• 2.6km of rare chalk and greensand streams restored and re-naturalised; and a further 1.7 km of stream 

and river (target 3km) 

• 3.5 km of the main Upper Arun river restored 

• 13  hectares of wet heath created / restored helping species like the carnivourous sundew (target 5 ha) 

• At least 3 km of ditches restored (target over achieved) 

• 23 ponds, with a surface area of over 10 ha (target 10 ponds) 

• 20 hectares of seasonal water (wader scrapes) 

• 400 rare, native  Black poplar trees planted 

• 5 weirs removed or adapted to  enable fish passage 

• Over 150 km surveyed for dragonflies, and at least 

50 km surveyed for water voles 

• A new site for the nationally rare Cut grass found, 

rare mosses recorded and otters back on the river! 

• New toad patrols, toad breeding grounds and toad 

ladders discovered and created.  
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Over the 4 year project, over 10,000 hectares of land were given advice and support to improve land 

management for wildlife and conservation. Many kilometres of river and hectares of land were surveyed and 

cleared of invasive species, and 240 hectares of land were also assisted to received Higher Level Stewardship 

Grants to improve their long term land management. At sites like Graffham Common, species which have been 

absent for years were once again seen at the site.  
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Maps of the range and scale of Community and habitat projects and surveys 

can be seen below. This was by far and away one of the most effective 

elements of the ARC project – providing real people with a small amount of 

funding and a lot of support to achieve practical, on the ground 

enhancements to both their community and their environment. In all we 

supported 43 projects with small grants including 16 landowners, 13 

community groups, 8 schools, 3 parish councils and 1 NGO, to do everything 

from restore Dew ponds, to building boardwalks, to supporting mass 

volunteer events at their sites.  

 

A work party at Graffham Down which was supported by the ARC project 
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One of the areas of landscape which have been suffering the most recently, with cuts in budgets for conservation 

work are the Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) of Sussex. There are around 140 Local Wildlife Sites in the ARC project 

area, and as you can see from the map below, we managed to offer advice, funding and support to a large 

proportion of them, with at least 16% more LWS coming into positive management through the project.  

 

The Volunteering contributions to the ARC project were phenomenal, 

and we want to thank every single volunteer who gave their time and 

enthusiasm to this project. It really couldn’t have happened without 

you. Over the 4 years, 1119 volunteers gave 1990 volunteer days or 5.5 

years of their time to the project! We met some fantastic people such 

as Sathi Sivapragasam who said :- 

 

         “Volunteering after retirement is an excellent way to achieve new 

things and spend time outdoors It gave me a sense of purpose and I 

learnt about the importance and diversity of many plants, insects, birds 

and wild animals. I thoroughly enjoyed taking part.” 
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Another important element of the ARC 

project was to show that we had made a 

contribution to helping local people 

tackle flooding and water quality issues. 

We did this via a range of events, and in 

particular through collaboration with 

Councils and Community groups to install 

rain gardens in three locations across the 

ARC project area. In total, over 300m² of 

rain garden were created, with the help 

of local communities, to help dissipate 

and absorb local flooding in towns.  The 

photo above shows school children helping to plant up a Sustainable Urban Drainage System in central 

Littlehampton , funded by ARC.  

 

In November, 2016, one month before the official end of ARC, we held a final conference at Arundel Castle as a 

celebration of the ARC project. Over 175 people attended the event, and we heard a range of talks from many of 

the community groups which took part in the ARC project over the last 4 years. It was a fantastic day, and a great 

way to thank all those who took part.  
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As part of the legacy of the ARC project, we created a Climate change and Flood Proofed Habitat Potential Model 

for the catchment for 9 wetland habitats. This will help future land managers to create an informed ecological 

network across the whole catchment. An example map showing the overall vulnerability of the catchment to 

climate change can be seen below. The full report can be downloaded here :- 

(arunwesternstreams.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/HPM%20FINAL%20REPORT%202016_0.pdf) 

 

With the help of Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre, we also produced an EcoServ-GIS Ecosystems Service model 

for the whole of the Arun & Rother Catchments. The model helps to show which parts of the landscape are 

providing each of 9 different natural Services, and helps to articulate where more could be done to enhance or 

protect these services :- 

 Accessible nature  

 Green education  

 Green travel  

 Carbon storage  

 Local climate regulation  

 Air purification  

 Noise regulation  

 Water purification  

 Pollination 

 

The maps below highlight the areas which are providing the most / least services. The full report can be found at 

arunwesternstreams.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Arun%20%26%20Rother%20EcoSERV%20report%202016.pdf 
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The ARC project was nominated for four national awards including the Ciria Big Biodiversity Challenge, the UK 

Charity awards (Environment and Conservation Section) and the CIEEM awards. The project won the National 

Parks Protector Award, and representatives of the project travelled to the House of Commons for the awards 

ceremony which also marked the 80th anniversary of the Campaign for National Parks (images below). 

 

ARC was presented with the award and a cheque for £2000 by Barry Southwell, chair of the Ramblers Holidays 

Charitable Trust, who sponsored the award. Caroline Quentin, president of Campaign for National Parks said, 

“How fantastic to see a project that is not only making a huge difference to the South Downs right now, but is also 

inspiring everyone to become a conservationist, safeguarding the future of this wonderful area. ARC used the 

prize money to fund further work on Invasive non-native species across the project area.  

 

For more information on the ARC project achievements, see arunwesternstreams.org.uk/news . The Sussex Living 

Landscapes Officer provided Technical support to the ARC project 2 days per week. This year ARC has supported 

us to deliver the following pieces of work :- 
 

 Coordinating the ARC Habitat Action Group  

 Supporting our invasive species officer and the invasive species strategy 

 A range of community presentations and training events including water vole and meadows workshops 

 Numerous landowner visits, site surveys and advice, followed up with habitat restoration projects 

 The update of the Arun & Rother Habitat Potential Model to include climate change parameters 

 The publication of an Ecosystem Services report for the catchment.  

 

This HLF funded project was supported by the RSPB, Environment Agency (EA), Natural England (NE) South 

Downs National Park (SDNP), Arun and Rother Rivers Trust (ARRT), West Sussex County Council (WSCC) and 

Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) and aims to enable local communities to tackle landscape scale issues such as 

flooding, land management and biodiversity loss across a 77,000 hectare catchment. 

 

http://arunwesternstreams.org.uk/news
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Sussex Flow Initiative 

 

This is the fifth year of the Sussex Flow Initiative Natural Flood Management Project on the River Ouse in Sussex. 

The project highlights the role that Natural Flood management Measures (NFM) play in helping communities 

manage flood risk at a landscape scale through demonstration, advocacy and signposting. Over the year our 

project officer, manager and partners have achieved a great deal, both in terms of practical delivery, and 

supporting others to deliver NFM. This includes :- 

 

 11 sites planted with woodland / hedgerow   

 610 m hedgerow planted & 1.5 acres (0.6 ha) new floodplain woodland. Total of 4000 trees. 

 Survey and mapping of Bevern and Plumpton mill stream sub catchments 

 Landowners visited and advised = over 20 

 Local Stakeholders & Groups worked with = 25 + 

 

This year we have also engaged politicians and Defra 

representatives about the benefits of partnership working to 

achieve multiple benefits for local communities using Natural 

Flood Management. 

 

We have published national best practice guidance on natural 

flood management techniques, such as using woody material 

to slow down flows …. And we have also posted our first 

video soundbite online about natural flood management and 

using trees to manage floods.  

The New SFI Guidance Booklet 
on using natural wood in flood management 
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The Sussex Flow Initiative’s own web page on the Sussex Wildlife Trust website has had around 350 visits, and our 

Flooding blogs have had at least 3903 visits. The response to the new online video was astonishing however! 

Within a week, the video had had 70 you tube views, 1278 Facebook Views (48 Likes, 3 Comments, 7 shares 

3,900 Impressions) and 2175 Twitter views (41 likes, 31 Retweets, 10,315 Impressions)! It just goes to show the 

phenomenal power of social media.  

 

Flooding is a natural phenomenon that 

we can never completely prevent, nor 

should we try to. Instead we work with 

local communities to keep flooding in 

the right places, in order to have a 

minimal impact on people’s lives, 

whilst helping to create a healthy 

environment which supports people 

and wildlife, and provides natural 

services 

 

The map (right) shows the SFI project 

area. SFI is a partnership between the 

Woodland Trust, Sussex Wildlife Trust 

and the Environment Agency. For 

more information on the Sussex Flow 

Initiative see :- 

 sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/disc

over/around-sussex/a-living-

wetland-landscape/sussex-

flow-initiative-river-ouse 

 www.sussexflowinitiative.org  

 

If you would like advice or would like to be involved in Natural Flood Management, please contact Project Officer 

Sandra Manning Jones on sandramanningjones@gmail.com or 07795 116880, or Project Manager Fran Southgate 

on fransouthgate@sussexwt.org.uk or 01273 497555 .  

 

         

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-flow-initiative-river-ouse
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-flow-initiative-river-ouse
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-flow-initiative-river-ouse
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-flow-initiative-river-ouse
http://www.sussexflowinitiative.org/
mailto:sandramanningjones@gmail.com
mailto:fransouthgate@sussexwt.org.uk
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Habitat Management and Restoration 

 

Every year, Sussex Wildlife Trusts Living Landscapes team gives advice on habitat restoration across thousands of 

acres of land. We work closely with hundreds of people and a range of organisations to develop and deliver 

projects across the County. The following are a few of the projects that we have been involved with this year :-   

 

Upper Arun River Restoration  
 

Contractors from Five Rivers finished planting up the new 

river berms with native wetland plants on the Upper Arun 

this year – adding value to the seasonal habitat that these 

new river features provide.  

 

Previously this part of the river had very limited habitat in 

the old over canalised river channel, but we can already see 

the benefits that the new habitat niches are having on fish 

populations, dragonflies and other species. If you look 

carefully at the picture below, you can see hundreds of tiny 

fish fry using the shallows around the berm as a refuge.  

 

ARC chalk streams enhancements 
 

This year, we helped restore over 1 kilometre 

of rare Sussex chalk streams with the help of a 

combination of volunteers, contractors and 

partners. At Arundel Chalk Springs Fishery, the 

EA Operations team pulled out this defunct 

weir (image right) to help restore the natural 

flows of the stream, and to help ease fish 

passage up into the top of this lovely chalk fed 

stream.  
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At West Burton in West Sussex, our habitat restoration grants and free advice paved the way for the restoration 

of part of a chalk stream which runs into a local community area and Pill pond at the top of the village (image 

below).  
 

 

 

Storrington meadows 
 

We also helped to fund and deliver the creation of two online backwaters on the Storrington chalk stream. These 

chalk fed pools will help to provide refuge habitat for fish, and we hope in the near future, water voles. The 

backwaters were planted up with locally grown native fen plants, supplied by Wakehurst Place / Kew gardens 

from seed we harvested two years ago nearby at Arundel.   
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Volunteers also completed some footpath and chalk stream work at Fryern Dell.  

 

Nor Wood Natural Flood Management Project 
 

Following advice from our Living Landscapes Officer, Sam Buckland from the South Downs National Park helped 

local landowners to ‘un ditch’ their woodland near Arundel, to help to hold on to more water for wildlife in this 

dry and sandy catchment, as well as helping to reduce flooding downstream.  

 

ARC pond work 

The ARC project has funded a phenomenal amount of pond work, creating and restoring over 10 hectares of pond 

over the last 3 years. As well as providing funding for the restoration of West Burton pond (above), work was also 

carried out to remove Pennywort at a school near Bury, and at St James School in Coldwaltham. In addition, we 

contributed considerably funding to the restoration of the North Stoke Dew pond, managed by Simon Mockford 

at the South Downs National Park Authority (see images below).  
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Wet heath restoration 
 

South Downs National Park ranger Angela Ward, helped by local contractors and advice and funding from the ARC 

project restored a series of wet pools and marshy areas on Midhurst common.  

 

ARC Community Grant Work 
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The ARC project and Living Landscapes officer provided funding and advice for a number of other local habitat 

projects and surveys including :- 
 

 Chestnut tree house orchard 

 Wildlife conservation partnership barn owl boxes 

 Oakfield House meadow and pond management 

 Quell field meadow and wetland work 

 Loxwood Primary pond work 

 Rudgewick Invertebrate surveys 

 MAVES bat surveys 

 Wisborough Green parish survey 

 Chesworth farm interpretation board 

  

 
New Interpretation board funded by the ARC project with advice from SWT at the site of the  

Chesworth Farm River Restoration. The River Restoration project was funded by ARC in 2014. 
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Species Work  

Otters  
 

Fantastic news on otters! After 20 years of patiently waiting, monitoring and restoring habitat for this keystone 

wetland species, this year we are finally able to confirm the presence of a resident otter in Sussex. We have had 

confirmed sightings, footprints, spraint and camera footage since October this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only that, but the picture above shows a female otter who is lactating, so we hope to report to you soon on 

how many cubs she has. Needless to say we are very excited that our rivers have recovered in health enough to 

be able to support these fantastic aquatic mammals. Many thanks to all the hard work of volunteers, landowners, 

anglers and others for helping to create the conditions which are possible for the otter’s return. 

 

ARC Water vole surveys 

Over 56 people attended our water vole training days at Arundel Wildfowl 

and Wetland Trust this year, and by the end of the year, volunteers had 

surveyed over 12 km of ditch, stream and river for this rare and declining 

wetland mammal. This year we also repeated the Knepp Water vole survey 

to establish a 10 year baseline for this well known re-wilding project.  

 

ARC Dragonfly Surveys 
 

The ARC project and the Sussex Dragonfly Society continued to survey the Arun & Rother 

river valleys for dragonflies and damselflies this year. Over 19 km of watercourse have been 

surveyed, and hundreds of new records of dragonflies have been submitted, including new 

records of the rare Common Club-tail.  

 
Feeding remains are used as  

a sign of where water voles are. 
 
 

   
 

Otter at a secret location in West Sussex © J Rhyder 
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Black Poplars 
 

The Sussex Black Poplar Project has spent 20 years helping to 

conserve the rare native Black poplar tree across the County. 

During this period, Sussex Wildlife Trust have managed the 

Black poplar project in partnership with Wakehurst Place 

(Kew), and a voluntary steering group to protect the remaining 

38 mature black poplar trees (comprising of 5 genetic clones – 

3 males and 2 females) in Sussex.  

 

The project manages 2 tree nurseries which help us retain and distribute new planting material every year. In 

2016/17, we distributed over 488 Black poplar trees to over 21 landowners. Over 8,000 trees have been planted 

so far in Sussex and further afield. We now regularly see Black poplars planted up to 25 years ago thriving as 

maturing trees.  

 

Work on reproduction of black poplars from seed has been progressing with the Millennium Seedbank (Kew). 

They have successfully produced new genetic material through assisted natural propagation and we expect an 

update on the progress of new black poplar seedlings in early 2017.  

 

For more information on the Sussex Black Poplar Partnership, please visit :-  

sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-black-poplars-partnership  

 

Invasive Species Work 

 

Our main invasive species work this year has been headed 

up by the ARC Invasive Species Officer, Jenni Pollitt. She has 

been busy coordinating vast teams of volunteers to help 

remove, control and monitor 9 key invasive species. 

 

 

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-black-poplars-partnersh
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The ARC invasive species Strategy was amalgamated with the South Downs National Park Strategy and a new 

Invasive Species Task force has been created to carry on the legacy of the ARC invasive species work. The strategy 

can be downloaded here.  

 

Landowners and Local Action Groups have also been 

getting involved in a range of training events, so that 

local people have the knowledge and resources to carry 

out this amazing work.  

 

Over the last four years of the ARC project, the invasive 

species work has achieved a huge amount, including :- 

 

• At least 9 Ha of Himalayan balsam cleared (3 sites cleared in 2016 season) 

• 3 sites cleared of American skunk cabbage 

• Cleared 2 sites of floating pennywort 

• Mink control project (SDNPA) in full swing with >26 mink rafts installed on the Western Rother  

• >11 km of waterway treated for giant hogweed  

• 2 large stands of Japanese Knotweed under control (receiving long term treatment) 

• 1 pond cleared of parrots feather 

• 2 ponds cleared of New Zealand pigmyweed 

 

The North American Weevil – the natural enemy of the non-native invasive Water 

fern, was also released on the Wey and Arun Canal helping to eat up the plant in a 

matter of a couple of months.  

 

We have also been liaising with Catchment partnerships and others to establish methods of monitoring and 

controlling key invasive species at a river catchment scale. Non native species cost our economy billions of pounds 

a year, and cause immense damage to our native wildlife, as well as causing problems for farming and recreation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

A huge Thank you to everyone who helped with the ARC invasive species work. 

http://arunwesternstreams.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/SOUTH%20DOWNS%20NATIONAL%20PARK%20INNS%20STRATEGY%202016.pdf
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Policy Advice 
Pevensey Green Links Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SWT and SxBRC were asked to provide evidence to support the creation of a Green Links Network around the 

Internationally protected wildlife site of Pevensey levels. Lead by Natural England, the Green Links Project aspires 

to build a sustainable place for the local community by improving biodiversity, flood resilience, water quality and 

public access to greenspace. The project aims to deliver planning policy requirements of Rother, Wealden and 

Eastbourne by providing a network of green infrastructure  
 

This is no easy task, as around 20,000 houses will be built across the three Districts over the next few years, the 

majority of which will have negative feedback on the protected Pevensey site through human impact. Indeed it is 

debatable whether an environment already under severe stress can cope with the extra demands which will be 

placed on it by so many houses requiring sewage treatment, water, access to nature, storage of flood run off, 

carbon storage, noise, light and pollution reduction etc. Hopefully the evidence that we provided will at least 

ensure that the best is made of a bad situation, and that there is some long term resilience and adaptive capacity 

planned into the landscape for people and wildlife. The nature of the kind of evidence provided can be seen 

below in our map showing the potential capacity of the landscape to help with water purification.  

 

  

 

Green links 
Across Wealden, Eastbourne and Rother 
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National review of coastal and floodplain grazing marsh  

 

CFGM is primarily a man-made habitat consisting of farmed floodplains bisected by man-made drainage ditches, 

often embanked and separated from its associated river. For some time, this landscape has been nationally 

protected, and in Sussex around 14,000 ha of CFGM is given Stewardship funding from National government.  

 

With support and evidence from Sussex Wildlife Trust, Natural England recently proposed changes to the way 

that we view and manage our floodplains and CFGM (SEE - A narrative for conserving freshwater and wetland 

habitat). The new proposals are that wetland sites should be judged more on their merit amongst other things, 

according to how naturalistic their hydrology is, whether they are in geographically and hydrologically appropriate 

locations, whether they have a range of habitat niches and natural processes occurring on them, and what their 

capacity is to provide ecosystem services such as flood storage.  

 

This year we have been helping Natural England to refine their ideas around how it might be possible to slowly 

move our CFGM landscapes from an inherently man-made state, to something more naturalistic. With Climate 

change threatening to overwhelm many of our important freshwater wetlands which are protected by coastal 

flood defences, this is a good time to see if we can help to create a more resilient and healthy wetland landscape.  

Currently much of our CFGM resource is heavily farmed, receives heavy nutrient inputs from the land and the 

river, and the natural ecosystem services are severely limited by human infrastructure.  

 

By next year we hope to get some agreement on the extent of this habitat nationally that we consider to be of 

biodiversity value, as well as that which should be targeted for conservation action in the future.  

.  
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Important Freshwater Area Mapping 
 

In tandem with a national review of the naturalness and importance of wetland habitats, the Freshwater Habitats 

Trust (FHT) is trialling a method of mapping Important Freshwater Areas (IFA’s) at a landscape scale. Their pilot 

project is being conducted in Oxfordshire, and results will be fed back to Defra to see if the methodology can be 

rolled out across the UK.  

 

FHT hope to show that a wide range of evidence (species, habitats, water quality, hydrology etc.) can be used to 

create much better targeting of wetland work to areas which are important at a regional or national scale, as well 

as areas which have large gaps in the availability of clean water supply and good wetland habitat. More 

information on the FHT’s project can be found here.  

 

Following discussion with the FHT, we decided to trial a ‘low detail’ version of their method, to see what kind of 

results it yields for Sussex. It needs a lot more work, but the map below gives an outline idea of the results to 

date. Quite interestingly, apparently dry areas such as Ashdown Forest, Ebernoe Common and Chiddingfold 

Forest are coming out as quite important for ‘wetland interest’. We have high hopes for this new landscape scale 

approach to the mapping of important (freshwater) habitats, and hope to update you next year on its progress.  

 

 

 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/research/important-freshwater-areas/
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Planning Advice 

 

Each year, Sussex Wildlife Trust is consulted on a wide range of planning applications and planning issues. We are 

committed to helping planning authorities and others to manage and mitigate the impact of the built 

environment wherever possible, and to reduce the need for buildings and concrete. This year we have been 

helping lots of local communities to inform and write their Neighbourhood Plans. These plans rely on local 

people, often volunteers, to evidence for the compulsory allocation of housing within their parish. Our work helps 

to support these groups to make the best decisions, furnished with informed evidence and advice.  

 

Hellingly Parish Mapping Project 

 

With Parish Councils under increasing 

pressure to find locations for house building, 

Sussex Wildlife Trust and Sussex Biodiversity 

Records Centre (SxBRC) have been 

supporting parishioners to create 

Neighbourhood Plans which are integrative, 

and which support the enhancement of 

Natural Capital and Ecological Networks. 

With reduced legal protection for many of 

our rare habitats and species, it is vital that 

we articulate the intrinsic value of our 

landscapes for existing populations and for 

generations to come.  

 

This year, we piloted a new way of working 

with local Parishes to map the landscape 

value of their local area. The Hellingly Nature 

Conservation and Biodiversity Topic paper 

highlighted key legal obligations towards 

nature in the Parish, as well as integrating 

ideas around Natural Flood Management,  

biodiversity hubs, green infrastructure and natural capital networks.  

 

We were pleased with the outcomes of the pilot document, and the feedback from the Parish Council was that :- 

“It is a highly professional and very informative document which will provide a strong evidence base for the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. We express our sincere thanks and appreciation to the authors”. 
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Water Framework Directive and Catchment Partnerships  

 

Sussex Wildlife Trust are advising and supporting all four Sussex Catchment Partnerships. These are :-  

 

The Ouse and Adur Catchment Partnership (NFM advisors and partners) 

The Cuckmere and Pevensey Partnership (Joint lead partner) 

The Arun & Western Streams Partnership (ARC partner) 

The Eastern Rother Partnership (Core Steering group) 

 

Defra supports Catchment Partnerships to get communities involved with river catchment management and the 

delivery of the Water Framework Directive ‘Better rivers for all’. Lead by different organisations, each Catchment 

Partnership approaches river catchment management in its own unique way, whilst endeavouring to address key 

issues such as fish passage, water resources, invasive species and nutrient pollution.  

 

Sussex Wildlife Trust attends a number of catchment meetings, consultations, activities and events for the Sussex 

Catchment Partnerships, and advises landowners and stakeholders across all four partnerships. More importantly, 

our projects such as SFI and ARC form some of the main delivery mechanisms of catchment management plans.  

 

Further effort this year has gone into getting Catchment Partnerships to define Good Ecological Status for their 

estuaries and marine environments. 

 

External consultations 

 

We have commented on a number of Local, village and Neighbourhood Plans including Hellingly, Rudgewick, 

Ticehurst and Stonegate, and Aldingbourne. In addition to regular meetings and consultations, we have 

commented on a wide range of planning and local policies including :-  

 

 Angling Trust 

 Arlington Parish Council 

 Arun Vision 

 Chichester Harbour SeaView 

 Internal Drainage Board Consultation 

 Lower Tidal River Arun Strategy 

 Lower Adur Tidal Strategy 

 National Chalk Streams Project 

 NERC Working with Natural Processes 

 Priority River Habitat Map UK 

 South Downs Mega Cluster 

 South East River Basin District Consultations 

(WFD) 

 Water Company Consultations (Portsmouth 

Water, Southern Water, South East Water) 
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Linking People and Landscapes 

 

Engaging and educating people around the importance of our landscapes is central to our work. Amongst other 

things we have dealt with natural flood management, re-wilding and climate change issues this year. Articulating 

to people how much their natural environment is worth, and how their countryside influences their lives 

positively as well as negatively is increasingly important as environment is pitted against the economy.  

 

It is also important to help people to feel empowered to create positive change in how our environment is 

managed. Some huge issues such as climate change seem overwhelming to people, and they feel that they cannot 

make a difference. This year more than any, we have shown the impact that we can have if we support people to 

work together. We have worked with thousands of people in whole range of different ways to show that they can 

make a difference. The feedback from community groups about the support that they received from us through 

projects such as ARC has been phenomenal, and has very much justified our continuing work this year.  

 

We also maintain and produce a range of interpretation and educational materials to help disseminate 

information to people.  

 

Our web pages  

 

Our Living Landscape pages on the Sussex 

Wildlife Trust website provide a snapshot 

of the work we do to improve wildlife, 

tackle landscape issues and develop 

partnerships, as well as providing advice 

and educational resources for the public 

and landowners.  Over the last year we 

have had around 2,000 visits to our web 

pages and blogs. 

 

To visit our main pages, please go to :- 

sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/wetlands     

and 

sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-black-poplars-partnership   

 

 
 
 

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/wetlands
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/around-sussex/a-living-wetland-landscape/sussex-black-poplars-partnership
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National and Local Websites 

As a department of Sussex Wildlife Trust, we are linked to a multitude of other web pages through SWT’s website. 

Our work has appeared on a on many National and Local websites including :- 

 

Arun & Rother Rivers Trust     arrt.org.uk 

Arun & Western Streams Catchment Partnership   arunwesternstreams.org.uk/projects/arc 

Environment Agency       www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Mid Arun Valley Environmental Survey    www.maves.org.uk/projects/wetland-wildlife 

Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust     www.oart.org.uk/resources/index.htm  

Ouse & Adur Catchment Partnership    www.adurandousecatchment.org.uk 

RSPB         www.rspb.org.uk  

         Woodland Trust       www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

         The Wildlife Trusts      www.wildlifetrusts.org 

   

 

This year we also contributed a national case study to the Working 

with Natural Processes (WWnP) website (image left) for our Sussex 

Flow Initiative Project. This Case Study will be used as a national 

flagship for how Natural Flood Management can be carried out 

using a partnership. We hope that the SFI Case Study will contribute 

to building a nationwide network of NFM practitioners.  

 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.oart.org.uk/resources/index.htm
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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Events 

 

We have hosted, collaborated on and spoken at a number of events during the year, across a wide range of 

audiences. Some of our events included :- 

 
 

Pondemonium (AWWT) – 275+ 

Friends of the Earth Eastbourne Flood talks - 7 

Lunch and Learn Otters, Sussex Wildlife Trust - 20 

ARC Great Crested Newt training – 11 

ARC Pond plants training – 19 

ARC Pond invertebrates training – 11 

ARC water vole training – 19 

West rise school fen planting day – 26 

Chailey wet heath day – 7 

ARC otter and water vole day – 29 

Wet grassland training day (Arun/Adur cluster 

farm) – 10 

Buglife meadows day (Bignor) – 12 

ARC otter and water vole day – 37 

Bignor meadows day – 18 

Hassocks Flood Forum – 14 

ARC volunteer event – 47 

ARC end of project conference – 175 

SWT staff talk – 65 

SWT volunteers talk – 21 

Angling Trust – 11 

Iceland Soil Conservation Society - 34

 

Total people attending wetland project events in 2016 / 2017 = 868. Total events held = 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Participants in the ARC pond invertebrate training day learn about pond bugs! 
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Comments and responses from Events attendees 
 

We’ve had some fantastic feedback from people attending our events, including some of the comments below :- 
 

 
“Just to say to both you and 

Mike how much we 
appreciated the great day you 

arranged for Puffins class. I 
hope the afternoon went as 
brilliantly as the morning. It 

was a real treat to have a free 
trip at a lovely venue so close 
to us. The children will have 
learned and remembered so 

much today”.  
 

Sally Eve  
(Holy Trinity, Lower Beeding.) 
 

 

“On behalf of us all at Eastbourne & District Friends 
of the Earth, I want to say a massive thank you for 

giving your presentation at our meeting last night. It 
was so informative and compelling, and made us all 
so much better informed about issues we are very 

concerned about. I found it absolutely riveting! 
 

We deeply appreciative your taking the time and 
trouble to visit us, and we hope we can be of 

assistance to Sussex Wildlife Trust in its future 
campaigns to protect our local nature and wildlife”. 

 
Co-ordinator,  

Eastbourne & District Friends of the Earth. 
 
On behalf of Trustees, I just wanted to thank you for coming to Council and sharing with us a summary 

of all that you do. For such a small ‘team’ you manage to achieve so much and definitely help SWT 
punch above its weight.  Not only is that recognised within SWT, but also across Sussex and nationally. 

 
You should and have every right to feel proud of what you do, and likewise I feel proud to be leading an 

organisation that has staff like you that have such drive, ambition and belief in what you do. 
 

Carole Nicholson, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Chairman 
 

I always feel so much better about the world walking away from an event like that, there is some hope. 
 

Luke Hull 
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Press, Publicity and interpretation 

 

We have written and had published over articles, 9 blogs this year on subjects as diverse as :- 

 

 Soggy flowers, kids and water buffalo (restoring flowering fens) 

 Water Framework Directive and how its helped clean up Britain’s act 

 Horsham Habitat Heroes (Urban SUDS project) 

 Two go wild in the woods and 

 How smarter flood management can help make us more resilient 
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Sussex Living Landscapes projects have appeared on the radio, online and in numerous newspapers and 

publications, often on a regular basis. Press articles and appearances by the Living Landscapes Officer include the 

following. (Figures in bracket represent approx. circulation figures):- 
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Adastra 2016 (250) 

ARC Newsletters (300 minimum) x 2 

Ciria Awards press releases 

Hastings online Times 

Midhurst Observer (2,964) 

National Park awards press releases 

Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust newsletters 

Rewilding Britain Publication & press 

RSPB Twitter and Blog pages (minimum 5,000) 

SWT Digest (Mar, Jun, Sept & Dec – 300) 

Sussex Flow Initiative blogs & articles 

Sussex Wildlife Trust ‘Wildlife’ Magazine (16,177 

households, 30,000 members)  

SWT e-newsletter, Facebook and Twitter (12,400, 

3,050 and 14,600 respectively)  

The Argus (Main, 22,399) 

The Argus (Web, 25,649) 

Transition Town Lewes Newsletter 

West Sussex County Times (Main, 20,748) 

West Sussex County Times Online (including 

facebook)  

West Sussex Gazette (6,877) 

West Sussex Gazette Online (including facebook)  

Working with natural processes 

107 Meridian fm (10,000 minimum) 

 

Likely circulation of Sussex Wildlife Trust Living Landscapes & associated project articles this year  

= 200,000 + people 

 

Our National Wildlife Trust Office and organisations such as the RSPB and Woodland Trust also send out National 

Press releases crediting some of our local projects such as ARC & SFI. We also contribute to County and National 

Press Releases for The Wildlife Trust. 

 

With the return of otters to Sussex, there has been both positive and negative publicity. We were grateful to local 

fishermen who stood up for the otter, and who embraced the need to work to return otters to our rivers as 

ambassadors of the healthy river.  
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Educational resources 

 

New web resources are regularly updated and adapted for use on 

the Sussex Wildlife Trust and Wildcall websites by our Living 

Landscapes Officer. We have requests from groups across the 

Country asking to use and adapt our leaflets and manuals.  

 

This year, the ARC project launched its free online river resource 

pack for schools, designed to support learning across a range of 

curriculum areas at Key Stages 1 and 2 including geography, history, 

science, maths and English. 

 

The resource pack can be downloaded at  

http://arunwesternstreams.org.uk/learning  

 

Living Landscape Enquiries 

 

We deal with a huge number of enquiries each year, providing advice for a range of audiences on a range of 

subjects. We dealt with a minimum 3,500 estimated enquiries by email, phone, mail and web enquiries this year. 

 

Supporting Social Enterprise, Community Interest Companies and Community Woodlands 

 

Without supporting communities, we cannot create healthy living Landscapes where people value, engage with 

and protect their local wildlife. There are a range of novel and innovative systems emerging for managing 

landscapes together, in a sustainable, self-supporting and environmentally friendly manner, which enable local 

resources to be kept for local people (and wildlife). There are some fantastic examples of Community Interest 

Companies, Social Enterprises and Community Woodlands emerging across Sussex, and this year we have been 

engaging with as many of them as possible.   

 

Public Liaison and Partnership Work 

 

One of the project’s most valuable roles is linking with local people to enable practical wetland benefits on the 

ground. This requires close liaison with and the assistance of, a whole range of local and national groups and 

people. Over the years, we have liaised with thousands of people from multiple disciplines and from all over 

Sussex and the UK, to whom we have provided advice, support, training, talks, funding and events.  

 

NUMBER OF LOCAL & NATIONAL GROUPS WITH WETLANDS PROJECT CONTACT = 60 minimum 

http://arunwesternstreams.org.uk/learning


 

 45 

Finance and Fundraising 
Restricted funding 

 

Each year, we manage and administer a number of restricted grant funds. These funds are allocated to specific 

projects, with identified outputs. The money donated must be used for the allotted project only. For SFI, this year 

we received approximately £37,000 restricted funds from LDC for NFM, the Environment Agency for habitat 

restoration work, and for tree and hedgerow planting from the Woodland Trust. 

 

Core & unrestricted funding 

 

We need core income to pay for project officer wages, to provide office space, and to pay for transport and other 

on-costs. These funds also pay for the time that our project officer gives to support a specific project or outcome. 

This year, the following organisations supported core costs for the Living Landscapes officer :- 

 

 £5,150 Reflex Nutrition 

 £3,500 E Rother Catchment Partnership 

 £500 consultancy  

 £7,974 ARC Heritage Lottery Fund 

 £11,000 from LDC for NFM 

 

TOTAL Core Funding Received = £28,124 

TOTAL Core Funding Spent = £28,124 

Partnership Bids 

 

We work closely with a number of partners to develop strategic funding bids to deliver specific wetland projects 

across Sussex. This year we have supported bids by :- 

 

 Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust (Teville Stream) 

 

Funding Applications made but declined 

 

 Sussex Wildlife Trust for Adur LIFE project  - Approx £2,000,000 

 

Other Contributions to projects led by us were :- 

 

 £2,000 ARC prize money for the Park Protector Awards. Donated to invasive species work in the South 

Downs National Park  

 Many other professionals and volunteers to whom we offer our sincere thanks.  
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Our Volunteers 

 

This year, the project was given over 250  hours of volunteer time have been dedicated directly to the Sussex 

Living Landscapes Project, predominantly through the ARC project work (excluding SFI volunteers). This amounts 

to nearly 34 days of volunteer time, and over £20,000 worth of volunteer time respectively this year. This time 

was dedicated to everything from water vole surveys, to meadow restoration.  

 

 

 

We would like to sincerely thank all those who contribute funding and 

volunteer time to our Living Landscapes work.  

Your contributions are invaluable to the conservation of our important 

landscapes, habitats and species. 
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APPENDIX 1 – Key Roles and Partners 

 

The following are just some of the groups that we have had contact with in the year 2016 - 2017:- 

 

Aquascience 

Angling groups (multiple) 

Angling Trust 

Arun District Council 

Arundel Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 

Arun & Rother Rivers Trusts (ARRT) 

Brighton University 

Catchment Partnerships (Multiple) 

Chichester District Council 

Chithurst Monastery 

East Sussex Flood Forum 

East Sussex County Council 

Environment Agency  

FLOW project 

Forestry Commission 

Freshwater Habitats Trust 

Friends of Chesworth 

Friends of Warnham Nature Reserve 

Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust 

Gatwick Greenspace 

Hailsham Water Festival Society 

Hampshire Wildlife Trust 

Hassocks Field Society 

Hassocks Flood Forum 

Haywards Heath Society 

Hellingly Parish Council 

Henfield Common’s Society 

High Weald AONB Unit 

Horsham District Council 

Kent Wildlife Trust 

Laughton Community Wood 

Lewes District Council 

Montessori schools 

National Black Poplar Group 

National Tree Seed Project 

National Trust 

Natural England 

Non Native Invasive Species Secretariat 

Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust (OART) 

Parish Councils (multiple) 

Portsmouth Water 

RSPB 

South Downs National Park Authority 

South East Water / Upstream Thinking 

Southern Water 

Storrington Conservation Society 

Storrington Meadows Group 

Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) 

Sussex Dragonfly Society (SDS) 

Sussex University 

Sussex Wildlife Trust 

The Wildlife Trust (National) 

Transition Town Lewes 

Transition Town Worthing 

Wakehurst Place (Kew Gardens) 

Weald meadows initiative 

West Sussex County Council 

West Sussex Flood Forum 

Wey and Arun Canal Trust 

Wild Trout Trust 

Woodland Trust 

 

Sussex Dragonfly Society (SDS) 

The local SDS newsletter is produced by the Living Landscapes team and distributed to its ever increasing mailing 

list twice a year. We also co-ordinate the sale and distribution of the Dragonflies of Sussex book.  

 

Sussex Mammal Group (Mammal Society) 

We are a technical specialist for the Sussex Mammal Group which provides advice, support and training days.  

 

Sussex Black Poplar Working Group 
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We manage the Sussex Black Poplar Working group, edit of the Sussex Black poplar register, and co-ordinate all 

Black poplar planting records. We work closely with Kew Gardens (Wakehurst Place) to ensure the continuation of 

a 20 year project to protect this rare native tree, providing young trees free to landowners on an annual basis.  

 

Sussex Wildlife Trust, Living Seas 

We work closely with Living Seas to ensure joined up thinking between conservation work on land and sea.  

 

The Rivers Trusts 

We work with the Ouse and Adur Rivers Trust and the Arun and Rother Rivers Trust. We provide free advice, 

support and funding and work in partnership including on projects such as ARC.  

 

Gatwick Greenspace Project 

We work with Gatwick Greenspace to improve urban greenspace in and around the Gatwick area.  

 

Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SXBRC) 

We work with the SxBRC to survey and map priority and rare wetland habitats and species in Sussex, to document 

notable species and the spread of non native invasive species on our watercourses. www.sxbrc.org.uk. We are 

increasingly working together to produce habitat, landscape and ecosystem network models.  

 

Environment Agency 

We work with EA teams on a range of wetland, fisheries and river restoration projects across Sussex, and they are 

a key partner in the Sussex Flow Initiative project. We support the Catchment Partnerships, and work with the EA 

on Water Framework Directive Delivery, the Arun Vision, and a range of other projects.  

 

Woodland Trust 

We work closely with the Woodland Trust to promote appropriate tree planting across Sussex, and they are a key 

partner in the Sussex Flow Initiative project. 

 

Freshwater Habitats Trust 

We work with the Freshwater Habitats Trust on their PondNET and million ponds project, as well as helping them 

to train up a team of national pond survey volunteers, and to restore and protect pond habitats. We are currently 

mapping Important Freshwater Habitat Areas for Sussex with their guidance. 

 

The Wildlife Trusts (National) 

We are part of a nationwide network of wetland practitioners promoting key wetland issues and techniques. 

 

Natural England 

We provide support to national NE experts on wetlands & their national HLF/LIFE bid 

http://www.sxbrc.org.uk/

